
General Websites 
A Note to Teachers: Some websites claiming to be about the Holocaust are actually the 
work of those who seek to minimize or deny it. Your review of web resources is essential to 
�\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���O�L�V�W�H�G���K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q reviewed for authenticity and 
accuracy. 

 
http://comingofagenow.org/ 

�³�&�R�P�L�Q�J���R�I���$�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H���+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W�´���L�V���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���0�X�V�H�X�P���R�I���-�H�Z�L�V�K���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� 
  
http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/  

With over 1300 video testimonies, activities, and multimedia resources, I Witness provides  
educators and students with tools to work with testimony. Filmed testimony allows the  
examination of the roles of bystanders, collaborators, and rescuers, and the broader topic of  
ethics in the Holocaust. Educators can build custom activities or use already-prepared activities  
and students can build their own videos, word clouds and much more. 

 
http://www.mjhnyc.org/documents/MHWH_TeachersGuide.pdf 
Meeting Hate with Humanity: Life During the Holocaust.  

�)�U�H�H���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G���R�I���D�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�¶�V���*�X�L�G�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���0�X�V�H�X�P���R�I���-�H�Z�L�V�K���+�H�U�L�W�Dge. 
 
http://college.usc.edu/vhi/ 
*USC Shoah Foundation Institute 

Fifty-two thousand video testimonies of Holocaust survivors and other witnesses. Includes online 
�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�V���D�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L�P�H�G�L�D���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V�����6�H�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�����³Rescue: Preserving Humanity During the 
�+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W�´����http://sfi.usc.edu/watch/exhibits/rescue-preserving-humanity-during-holocaust. 

 
www.socialstudies.com 
Social Studies School Service 

Excellent source for materials on the Holocaust.  
 
http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/DEFAULT.HTM 
A Teacher�¶s Guide to the Holocaust 

Resource from the University of Florida. See especially information, resources, and lesson plans 
�X�Q�G�H�U���³�%�\�V�W�D�Q�G�H�U�V�´��http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/people/bystand.htm a�Q�G���³�5�H�V�F�X�H�U�V�´��
http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/people/rescuer.htm. 

 
www.ushmm.org  
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

A wealth of research and testimony on the Holocaust and contemporary genocide, including this 
link to introductory information, useful maps, and a timeline of events: 
http://www.ushmm.org/learn�������6�H�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�����³Some Were Neighbors: Collaboration and 
�&�R�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W�´��http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/ �D�Q�G���³�)�O�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���5�H�V�F�X�H�´��
http://www.ushmm.org/exhibition/flight-rescue/index.php) 

 
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/education/index.asp  

�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���<�D�G���9�D�V�K�H�P�����6�H�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���O�L�V�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���³�%�\�V�W�D�Q�G�H�U�V�´��
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/resource_center/item.asp?gate=2-52 
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Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, Friends, and Strangers: Encountering Voice Through 

Individual and Collected Works 

 
Bendremer, Jutta T. Women Surviving the Holocaust. Edwin Mellen. 1997.  

Survivors share experiences not only of the Holocaust, but also of its impact on 

their lives after the war. 

 

Brenner, Hannelore. The Girls of Room 28: Friendship, Hope and Survival in Theresienstadt. Schocken. 

2009. 

Twelve thousand children passed through Theresiendstadt; only a few hundred remained alive 

after the war. Ten women—girls during the war—recount the stories of their survival. 

 

Cohen, Hilda Stern. Words That Burn Within Me. Dryad. 2008. 

Hilda Cohen’s writings from the Lodz Ghetto, Auschwitz, and the post-war years see publication 

here for the first time. 

 

De Silva, Cara. In Memory’s Kitchen: A Legacy From the Women of Terezin. Aronson. 1996. 

This compilation is a facsimile of the original hand-sewn book of handwritten recipes authored by 

starving women living in Terezin, the Czechoslovakian ghetto and concentration camp.  

 

Del Calzo, Nick. Triumphant Spirit: Portraits & Stories of Holocaust Survivors. Triumphant Spirit 

Publishing. 1997. 

One-page survivor accounts make accessible the unique and the shared in these experiences. 

 

Eichengreen, Lucille. Haunted Memories: Portraits of Women in the Holocaust. Publishing Works. 2011. 

In her third memoir, Eichengreen writes frankly and powerfully about the women with whom she 

shared her experiences—from SS guards to fellow prisoners of the ghetto and the camps.  

 

Fate Did Not Let Me Go. Terra. 2003. 26 min. 

A mother facing certain death writes a letter to her son who is living safely in America. Fifty years 

later, the letter arrives and the mother’s and son’s story become one again. 

 

Gurewitsch, Brana, ed. Mothers, Sisters, Resisters: Oral Histories of Women Who Survived the 

Holocaust. University of Alabama Press. 1998. 

Twenty-five women share their stories as Gurewitsch explores gender-specific aspects of the 

survivor experience. 

 

Heberer, Patricia. Children During the Holocaust. AltaMira. 2011. 

Comprehensive documentation tells “the story of the Holocaust as seen through the eyes, and the 

fates, of its youngest victims.” A well-written narrative and useful glossary complete the task.  

 

Inbar, Yehudit. Spots of Light: To Be a Woman in the Holocaust. Yad Vashem. 2007. 

Catalog from Yad Vashem exhibition focusing on the position of women in the Holocaust and the 

ways in which they coped with events.  

 

Kirschner, Ann. Sala’s Gift: My Mother’s Holocaust Story. Free Press. 2006. 

Letters, photographs, and a diary help a daughter tell the story of her mother’s experiences in 

seven labor camps. 
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Krinitz, Esther Nisenthal. Memories of Survival. Hyperion. 2005.  

Krinitz tells of life before the war and of her journey in hiding through hand-

stitched embroidered panels. 

 

The Last Days. October Films. 1998. 87 min. 

Five survivors return to their hometowns and to the ghettos and camps to remember 

and recount their experiences. 

 

Laughlin, Estelle Glaser. Transcending Darkness: A Girl’s Journey Out of the Holocaust.  

This is the story of a mother, two daughters, and their survival. 

 

Lobel, Anita. No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War. Greenwillow. 1998. 

The Caldecott illustrator reveals the story of her youth in hiding, in the ghetto, and in the camps.  

 

My Knees Were Jumping: Remembering the Kindertransports. IFC. 1995. 77 min. 

First-hand accounts and archival footage tell these unforgettable stories of sacrifice and survival. 

 

Nazi Officer’s Wife: How One Jewish Woman Survived the Holocaust. A&E. 2003.100 min. 

Edith Hahn assumed the identity of a Righteous Gentile friend and survived the war as the wife of 

a Wehrmacht officer/Nazi Party member.  

 

Nieuwsma, Milton J., ed. Kinderlager: An Oral History of Young Holocaust Survivors. Holiday House. 

1998.  

Three survivors of the Auschwitz-Birkenau section for children relate their stories. 

 

Orbuch, Sonia Shainwald. Here, There Are No Sarahs: A Woman’s Courageous Fight Against the Nazis 

and Her Bittersweet Fulfillment of the American Dream. RDR. 2009. 

A woman’s voice about partisan life — Pair with a more general work on Jewish resistance, 

Doreen Rappaport’s Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the 

Holocaust (Candlewick. 2012). 

 

Rittner, Carol and Roth, John K. eds. Different Voices: Women and the Holocaust. Paragon. 1993. 

Excellent collection of witness literature, including primary source material organized under the 

heading “Voices of Experience.” Pair with the accessible collection of personal narratives by 

Eilenberg-Eibeshitz, Anna—Women in the Holocaust: A Collection of Testimonies (Remember. 

1993). 

 

Rosenberg, Maxine B. Hiding to Survive: Stories of Jewish Children Rescued from the Holocaust. 

Clarion. 1994. 

Personal narratives tell the story of hidden children, and of their lives after the war. 

 

Rubin, Susan Goldman. Irena Sendler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto.  Holiday House. 2011.  

The important story of a Righteous Gentile printed in a picture book format but with text 

appropriate for middle school readers. 

 

Smith, Lyn. Remembering: Voices of the Holocaust. Carroll & Graf. 2005. 

“A new history in the words of the men and women who survived.” Shorter first-person accounts 

useful for classroom study. 
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Tak for Alt: Survival of a Human Spirit. Sirena. 1998. 61 min. 

This follows the journey of Judy Meisel from her youth in the Kovno ghetto and 

Stutthof concentration camp to her adulthood as a civil rights activist in the United 

States.  

 

Tec, Nechama. Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood. Oxford. 1982. 

Tec’s memoir shares the story of her life as a young girl in hiding. 

 

Testimony of the Human Spirit. Westchester Holocaust Education Center. 2004. 117 min. 

Six survivors of the Holocaust tell their stories.  

 

Toll, Nelly S. Behind the Secret Window. Puffin. 1993. 

Words, watercolors, and photographs tell a powerful story of one young girl’s struggle to survive. 

 

Weissova, Helga. Helga’s Diary: A Young Girl’s Account of Life in a Concentration Camp. Norton. 

2013. 

A diary created in Terezin is hidden and later recovered.  

 

Zullo, Allan, and Bovsun, Mara. Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust. Scholastic. 2004. 

The retelling of nine stories of young Holocaust survivors; appropriate for middle school readers. 

 

 

Helpers
 
and Bystanders: Rescue and Indifference 

Please note: Helpers was not a word used during the Holocaust. Rather, at that time, the word of choice 

was “resister.”  Often they are called “Righteous Gentiles” or “Rescuers.” Helpers, in the context of this 

bibliography, is from a theme for the City of Akron Holocaust Arts and Writing Contest in 2015, for 

which this bibliography was originally written. 
   

Helpers: Collected Works 

(Print titles that include one- or two-page accounts that lend themselves to in-classroom review and 

discussion are marked with an asterisk.) 

 

*Axelrod, Toby. Rescuers Defying the Nazis: Non-Jewish Teens Who Rescued Jews. Rosen. 1999.  

Accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

*Block, Gay and Drucker, Malka. Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust. Holmes & 

Meier. 1992. 

 

*Fishkin, Rebecca Love. Heroes of the Holocaust. Compass Point. 2011. 

Accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

Fogelman, Eva. Conscience and Courage: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust. Anchor. 1994.  

 

*Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Enslow. 1998. 

Accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

*Gershman, Norman H. Besa: Muslims Who Saved Jews in World War II. Syracuse. 2008. 

 

*Grunwald-Spier. Agnes. The Other Schindlers: Why Some People Chose to Save Jews in the Holocaust. 

History Press. 2011. 
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*Halter, Marek. Stories of Deliverance: Speaking with Men and Women Who Rescued 

Jews from the Holocaust. Open Court. 1998. 

 

Klempner, Mark. The Heart Has Reasons: Holocaust Rescuers and Their Stories of 

Courage. Pilgrim Press. 2006. 

 

Levy, Pat. Survival and Resistance. Steck-Vaughn. 2001. 

Accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of Courage. Enslow.1999. 

Accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

*Paldiel, Mordecai. Diplomat Heroes of the Holocaust. KTAV. 2007. 

 

*Paldiel. Mordecai. The Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust. Yad 

Vashem. 2007. 

 

Satloff, Robert. Among the Righteous: Lost Stories from the Holocaust’s Long Reach Into Arab Lands. 

PublicAffairs. 2006. 

 

Secret Lives: Hidden Children and Their Rescuers During World War II. Wellspring. 2004. 72 min. 

 

Silver, Eric. The Book of the Just: The Unsung Heroes Who Rescued Jews from Hitler. Grove. 1992. 

 

They Risked Their Lives: Rescuers of the Holocaust. Ergo Media. 1992. 54 min. 

 

Helpers: Individual Biographical Works 

 

Byers, Ann. Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the Holocaust. Enslow. 2005. 

This is an additional chronicle of the man and his life of contradictions (accessible to middle 

school- and less-proficient high school readers.) 

 

Cook, Ida. Safe Passage: The Remarkable True Story of Two Sisters Who Rescued Jews from the Nazis. 

Harlequin. 2008. 

“But in 1923 a chance hearing of an aria from Madame Butterfly sparked a passion in the sisters 

that became a vehicle for both their greatest happiness and the rescue of dozens of Jews facing 

persecution and death.” 

 

Gold, Alison Leslie. A Special Fate: Chiune Sugihara: Hero of the Holocaust. Scholastic. 2000. 

Working against the wishes of his superiors, Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara wrote hundreds 

of visas for Lithuanian Jews seeking to escape certain death. (accessible to middle school- and 

less-proficient high school readers.) See also: diane estelle Vicari, Sugihara: Conspiracy of 

Kindness. 

 

Nicky’s Family. Passion River. 2013. 96 min. 

Documentary footage, dramatic re-enactment, and personal interviews tell the story of Britain’s 

Nicholas Winton, who saved the lives of 669 children from Czechoslovakia. 
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Opdyke, Irene Gut. In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer. Knopf. 1999. 

This is the compelling memoir of a 17-year-old nurse thrust into circumstances she 

could not have imagined and risking her life to save others. 

 

Rubin, Susan Goldman. Irena Sendler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto.  Holiday 

House. 2011.  

This is the important story of a Righteous Gentile printed in a picture book format 

includes text appropriate for middle school- and less-proficient high school readers. 

 

Talbott, Hudson. Forging Freedom: A True Story of Heroism During the Holocaust. Putnam. 2000. 

As a young man in Holland, Jaap Penraat risked his life to provide false ID cards and more for 

Amsterdam’s Jewish citizens (accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school 

readers). 

 

Vicari, diane estelle. Sugihara: Conspiracy of Kindness. DOCdance Productions. 2005. 

Chiune Sugihara was Japanese Consul to Lithuania and forged 2,000 transit visas for Jews facing 

extermination, saving hundreds of Jewish families as they fled Europe through Russia. 

 

Wallenberg, Raoul. Letters and Dispatches, 1924-1944. Arcade. 1995. 

Wallenberg writes in his own words. 

 

Zuccotti, Susan. Pere Marie-Benoit and Jewish Rescue: How a French Priest Together with Jewish 

Friends Saved Thousands During the Holocaust. Indiana University. 2013. 

Experiencing both the assistance and repudiation of his fellow clergy, Father Pere Marie-Benoit 

risked everything to hide Jews in France and Italy during the war. 

 

 

Stories of Survival: An Opportunity to Consider the Roles of Helpers and Bystanders 
 

Broken Silence. Cinemax Reel Life. 2004. 285 min. (5 films) 

This is comprised of five documentaries created by five directors from five countries. Survivors of 

the Shoah Visual History Foundation presents this collection detailing survivors’ experiences of 

rescue and betrayal. See especially “Children from the Abyss” and “I Remember.” 

 

Heberer, Patricia. Children During the Holocaust. AltaMira. 2011. 

Comprehensive documentation tells “the story of the Holocaust as seen through the eyes, and the 

fates, of its youngest victims.” A well-written narrative and useful glossary complete the task.  

 

Hidden Child. PBS. 2007. 60 min. 

This is the story of Maud Dahme and her sister, and that of other children hidden during the war, 

and of those whose compassion made their survival possible. 

 

Krinitz, Esther Nisenthal. Memories of Survival. Hyperion. 2005.  

Krinitz tells of life before the war and of her journey in hiding through hand-stitched embroidered 

panels (accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers). 

 

Leyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible…on Schindler’s List. 

Atheneum. 2013. 

One of the youngest on Schindler’s List, Leon Leyson tells his riveting and powerful story of 

survival (accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers).  
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Rosenberg, Maxine B. Hiding to Survive: Stories of Jewish Children Rescued from the 

Holocaust. Clarion. 1994. 

Personal narratives tell the story of hidden children, and of their lives after the war. 

(accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers). 

 

Tec, Nechama. Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood. Oxford. 1982. 

Tec’s memoir about her life as a young girl in hiding. 

 

Toll, Nelly S. Behind the Secret Window. Puffin. 1993. 

Words, watercolors, and photographs tell a powerful story of one young girl’s struggle to survive 

(accessible to middle school- and less-proficient high school readers). 

 

Zullo, Allan, and Bovsun, Mara. Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust. Scholastic. 2004. 

This is the retelling of nine stories of young Holocaust survivors (accessible to middle- and less-

proficient high school readers). 

 

 

 

On Bystanders and Collaborators: Individual Works 

 

Desbois, Patrick. The Holocaust by Bullets: A Priest’s Journey to Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder 

of 1.5 Million Jews. Palgrave. 2008. 

With extraordinary candor, the residents of Ukrainian villages share with Desbois the events 

(including the roles played by bystanders) surrounding mass killings during World War II.  

 

Goldhagen, Daniel Jonah. Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust. Knopf. 

1996. 

Goldhagen asks, “What did the German People Know and how did they respond?” 

 

Now—After All These Years. A. Cantor. 1981. 60 min. 

In this collection of interviews of the inhabitants of a German town that had a predominantly 

Jewish population prior to Hitler, exists a powerful examination of the consequences of apathy and 

collaboration. 
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