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The Massillon Museum strives to be fully 
accessible.  In many cases, exhibitions include 

braille labels and audio components.
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THE MASSILLON MUSEUM IS A CULTURAL HUB WHERE ART AND HISTORY COME TOGETHER.
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REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ALEXANDRA NICHOLIS COONALEXANDRA NICHOLIS COON
EXECUTIVEEXECUTIVE DIRECTORDIRECTOR

This has been a year of  many accomplishments.   O ur staf f  This has been a year of  many accomplishments.   O ur staf f  
trav eled collections to W ashington D C and ov erseas,  w e trav eled collections to W ashington D C and ov erseas,  w e 
w elcomed a v isiting artist f rom South Af rica,  w e f ocused w elcomed a v isiting artist f rom South Af rica,  w e f ocused 
energy on endow ment grow th,  and w e dev eloped an ex hibition energy on endow ment grow th,  and w e dev eloped an ex hibition 
that yielded w hat w e believ e is the highest number of  v isitors that yielded w hat w e believ e is the highest number of  v isitors 
to date,  accounting f or half  of  the entire year’ s attendance to date,  accounting f or half  of  the entire year’ s attendance 
numbers in j ust f our months.   W e recorded 9 , 6 2 4  v isitors f rom numbers in j ust f our months.   W e recorded 9 , 6 2 4  v isitors f rom 
3 2  states betw een J une 7  and O ctober 1 3  during the run of  3 2  states betw een J une 7  and O ctober 1 3  during the run of  
Gilding Northeast Ohio: Fashion and Fortune 1870–1900Gilding Northeast Ohio: Fashion and Fortune 1870–1900 .   .   
4 7 % of  MassMu’ s v isitors hailed f rom outside of  Stark County,  4 7 % of  MassMu’ s v isitors hailed f rom outside of  Stark County,  
O hio.   Stark County partner attendees totaled 1 , 6 6 8 ,  bringing O hio.   Stark County partner attendees totaled 1 , 6 6 8 ,  bringing 
the in- person v isitor grand total to 1 1 , 2 9 2 ,  w hich translated to the in- person v isitor grand total to 1 1 , 2 9 2 ,  w hich translated to 
$ 8 6 1 , 7 9 3  of  economic impact on our community.$ 8 6 1 , 7 9 3  of  economic impact on our community.

I  hope it w ill make all our members proud to learn that I  hope it w ill make all our members proud to learn that 
Massillon Museum retained its accreditation in 2 0 2 4 ,  a Massillon Museum retained its accreditation in 2 0 2 4 ,  a 
distinction it has held now  5 3  years,  the highest benchmark distinction it has held now  5 3  years,  the highest benchmark 
of  success aw arded to museums in the U nited States by the of  success aw arded to museums in the U nited States by the 
American Alliance of  Museums.   I  could not be prouder of  American Alliance of  Museums.   I  could not be prouder of  
our staf f ,  board,  core of  supporters,  and our community f or our staf f ,  board,  core of  supporters,  and our community f or 
collectiv ely hav ing secured this recognition.   The self - study collectiv ely hav ing secured this recognition.   The self - study 
w as conducted ov er the course of  2 0 2 3 ,  the peer rev iew  w as conducted ov er the course of  2 0 2 3 ,  the peer rev iew  
completed in spring 2 0 2 4 ,  and the aw ard announced in J uly—completed in spring 2 0 2 4 ,  and the aw ard announced in J uly—
the result of fifteen years of hard work completed by MassMu the result of fifteen years of hard work completed by MassMu 
staf f ,  through board leadership,  member support,  v olunteer staf f ,  through board leadership,  member support,  v olunteer 
time,  and collaborating partners w ho helped maintain best time,  and collaborating partners w ho helped maintain best 
practices,  elev ate v isibility,  and strengthen our capacity to practices,  elev ate v isibility,  and strengthen our capacity to 
serv e the community.   This achiev ement of  accreditation is serv e the community.   This achiev ement of  accreditation is 
held by only 1 , 1 1 2  museums nationw ide,  and Massillon held by only 1 , 1 1 2  museums nationw ide,  and Massillon 
Museum is one of  three located in Stark County,  O hio.  Museum is one of  three located in Stark County,  O hio.  

F inally,  I  w ant to use this space f or acknow ledgement of  F inally,  I  w ant to use this space f or acknow ledgement of  
tremendous adv ocacy champions w e lost in 2 0 2 4 .   F ormer tremendous adv ocacy champions w e lost in 2 0 2 4 .   F ormer 
board members D av id H arding,  W endy L ittle,  and Brad board members D av id H arding,  W endy L ittle,  and Brad 

Richardson passed aw ay,  each of  them hav ing contributed Richardson passed aw ay,  each of  them hav ing contributed 
numerous years of  serv ice to the Massillon Museum.   Through numerous years of  serv ice to the Massillon Museum.   Through 
their inv estment in the organiz ation,  it transf ormed— all saw  their inv estment in the organiz ation,  it transf ormed— all saw  
MassMu through its ex pansion proj ect and participated on MassMu through its ex pansion proj ect and participated on 
committees f ocused on accessibility,  education,  f acilities,  and committees f ocused on accessibility,  education,  f acilities,  and 
the permanent collections.   D av id H arding,  a retired English the permanent collections.   D av id H arding,  a retired English 
teacher f rom Massillon W ashington H igh School,  w as a teacher f rom Massillon W ashington H igh School,  w as a 
v olunteer bef ore engaging in board serv ice f rom 2 0 1 6  to 2 0 2 2 .   v olunteer bef ore engaging in board serv ice f rom 2 0 1 6  to 2 0 2 2 .   
F ormer librarian W endy L ittle w as a longtime member and had F ormer librarian W endy L ittle w as a longtime member and had 
been engaged in the lif e of  the Museum f or decades w hen she been engaged in the lif e of  the Museum f or decades w hen she 
j oined the board ( 2 0 1 1  to 2 0 1 7 ) .   Brad Richardson taught j oined the board ( 2 0 1 1  to 2 0 1 7 ) .   Brad Richardson taught 
construction at RG  D rage during his board tenure,  w hich construction at RG  D rage during his board tenure,  w hich 
consisted of  tw o six - year terms ( 2 0 1 1  to 2 0 1 7 ,  2 0 1 8  to 2 0 2 4 ) .   consisted of  tw o six - year terms ( 2 0 1 1  to 2 0 1 7 ,  2 0 1 8  to 2 0 2 4 ) .   

J ust as these board members lef t their mark on the Museum,  J ust as these board members lef t their mark on the Museum,  
so did State Senator K irk Schuring ( 1 9 5 2 – 2 0 2 4 )  leav e a so did State Senator K irk Schuring ( 1 9 5 2 – 2 0 2 4 )  leav e a 
lasting legacy.   Alongside his colleague Representativ e Scott lasting legacy.   Alongside his colleague Representativ e Scott 
O elslager,  Senator Schuring’ s support of  Massillon Museum O elslager,  Senator Schuring’ s support of  Massillon Museum 
manif ested in our f acility nearly doubling in siz e,  state- of - the-manif ested in our f acility nearly doubling in siz e,  state- of - the-
art collections storage,  the creation of  a permanent home art collections storage,  the creation of  a permanent home 
f or the P aul Brow n Museum,  buildout of  a seasonal home f or the P aul Brow n Museum,  buildout of  a seasonal home 
f or the Russell Steam Engine,  replacement of  tw o roof top f or the Russell Steam Engine,  replacement of  tw o roof top 
HVAC units, overhaul and upgrade of the building’s fire safety HVAC units, overhaul and upgrade of the building’s fire safety 
systems,  and f uture creation of  another climate- controlled systems,  and f uture creation of  another climate- controlled 
storage space.   Senator Schuring believ ed in the pow er of  art storage space.   Senator Schuring believ ed in the pow er of  art 
and history to inf orm our understanding of  the w orld,  to impact and history to inf orm our understanding of  the w orld,  to impact 
the economy in a positiv e w ay,  and to improv e the q uality of  the economy in a positiv e w ay,  and to improv e the q uality of  
lif e in a community.   H e w as a v isionary w ho knew  the pow er lif e in a community.   H e w as a v isionary w ho knew  the pow er 
of  placemaking,  and his inv estment in arts and culture w ill of  placemaking,  and his inv estment in arts and culture w ill 
resonate throughout the Massillon Museum,  Stark County,  resonate throughout the Massillon Museum,  Stark County,  
and O hio f or generations to come.  and O hio f or generations to come.  



FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 2024

UNAUDITEDUNAUDITED AUDITEDAUDITED AUDITED AUDITED 
2024 2024 2023 2023 20222022

RevenueRevenue 2,182,710  2,182,710  1,807,657  1,807,657  1,322,657 1,322,657 
Expenses Expenses 1,606,383  1,606,383  1,358,856  1,358,856  1,176,208  1,176,208  
Depreciation Depreciation 398,670 398,670 398,670 398,670 329,273 329,273 329,273 329,273 325,454 325,454 325,454 325,454 

Net Income (loss)Net Income (loss) 177,657  177,657  119,528   119,528   (179,005) (179,005) 

Cash Cash 638,843  638,843  791,160  791,160  1,079,287  1,079,287  
Investments Investments 940,167  940,167  752,613  752,613  539,747  539,747  
Net Fixed Assets Net Fixed Assets 6,450,250  6,450,250  6,550,007  6,550,007  6,352,377  6,352,377  
Other Assets Other Assets 1,162,7781,162,7781,162,7781,162,778 1,177,7331,177,7331,177,7331,177,733 890,018890,018890,018890,018

Total Assets Total Assets 9,192,038  9,192,038  9,271,513  9,271,513  8,861,429  8,861,429  
Liabilities Liabilities 93,49793,49793,49793,497 350,629350,629350,629350,629 60,07360,07360,07360,073

Net Assets Net Assets 9,098,541 9,098,541 8,920,884 8,920,884 8,801,356 8,801,356 

         am

tO P :   Ceramics Studio Manager Susan Mentrak w elcomed a new  kiln purchased f or the Museum by 
MassMu member and artist N an Ream.   Ream’ s generosity inspired an application to the Massillon 
Community Charitable F und at the Stark Community F oundation,  w hich resulted in acq uisition of  a 
second kiln.   Ceramics classes,  w orkshops,  and open studio times are among the Museum’ s most 
popular education department programs.    aN c

bO ttO m:   *reatness Cafe offered food, beverages, and affirmation before closing in mid������  2wner 
Cyrus Ausar and Museum Ex ecutiv e D irector Alex  Coon as seen at the adv ent of  their serv ice.



MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

ROBERT GARNERROBERT GARNER
CHAIRCHAIR, , BOARDBOARD OFOF TRUSTEESTRUSTEES

W hen I  think of  the Massillon Museum in 2 0 2 4 ,  I  think of  the w ord W hen I  think of  the Massillon Museum in 2 0 2 4 ,  I  think of  the w ord 
grow thgrow th.   The Massillon Museum,  like many institutions,  must make .   The Massillon Museum,  like many institutions,  must make 
sure w e are as relev ant today as w e w ere ninety- tw o years ago.   sure w e are as relev ant today as w e w ere ninety- tw o years ago.   
The Massillon Museum board w ants to maintain our treasures and The Massillon Museum board w ants to maintain our treasures and 
traditions, but also never wants to be complacent, nor satisfiedtraditions, but also never wants to be complacent, nor satisfied, , 
as w e grow  into the f uture.as w e grow  into the f uture.

I n 2 0 2 4 ,  the staf f  w as challenged to dev elop new  and creativ e I n 2 0 2 4 ,  the staf f  w as challenged to dev elop new  and creativ e 
ex hibits,  w ith the biggest being ex hibits,  w ith the biggest being Gilding Northeast OhioGilding Northeast Ohio .   Af ter the .   Af ter the 
recent success of  the Massillon f ootball team,  the P aul Brow n recent success of  the Massillon f ootball team,  the P aul Brow n 
Museum’ s permanent timeline ex hibit w as updated and ex panded.   Museum’ s permanent timeline ex hibit w as updated and ex panded.   
The The M issing H istory  of  M assillonM issing H istory  of  M assillon proj ect,  w hich documents the  proj ect,  w hich documents the 
unheard Af rican American stories of  the community,  continues to unheard Af rican American stories of  the community,  continues to 
garner more attention and stories.   O ur w ebsite has been updated garner more attention and stories.   O ur w ebsite has been updated 
w ith an interactiv e v iew  of  the Museum.   W e hav e new  amenities in w ith an interactiv e v iew  of  the Museum.   W e hav e new  amenities in 
the education department,  including new ly renov ated classrooms the education department,  including new ly renov ated classrooms 
soon to be unv eiled f or more engaging programs,  and tw o new  kilns soon to be unv eiled f or more engaging programs,  and tw o new  kilns 
f or pottery classes.   L astly,  our membership campaign grew  to a f or pottery classes.   L astly,  our membership campaign grew  to a 
new  record of  members supporting the Museum.new  record of  members supporting the Museum.

:ith all this growth, the Museum is also in a better financial p:ith all this growth, the Museum is also in a better financial position osition 
than ev er.   The record numbers of  members and v isitors hav e grow n than ev er.   The record numbers of  members and v isitors hav e grow n 
our general fund and our endowment to new levels�  7his financial our general fund and our endowment to new levels�  7his financial 
security creates stability f or f uture grow th as w e look f orw ard.security creates stability f or f uture grow th as w e look f orw ard.

To punctuate the year in rev iew ,  MassMu w ent international f or the To punctuate the year in rev iew ,  MassMu w ent international f or the 
first time with components of the first time with components of the M onik er: I dentity  L ost and FoundM onik er: I dentity  L ost and Found
ex hibition.   Museum staf f  w ere able to trav el to Amsterdam to be ex hibition.   Museum staf f  w ere able to trav el to Amsterdam to be 
there f or the opening,  hav ing helped curate the amaz ing w ork.  there f or the opening,  hav ing helped curate the amaz ing w ork.  

As w e grow  into 2 0 2 5 ,  I  hope you are f eeling the ex citement As w e grow  into 2 0 2 5 ,  I  hope you are f eeling the ex citement 
and momentum of  2 0 2 4 ’ s grow th.   K eep w atching f or this year’ s and momentum of  2 0 2 4 ’ s grow th.   K eep w atching f or this year’ s 
ex hibitions,  w orkshops,  members- only parties,  and f estiv ities ex hibitions,  w orkshops,  members- only parties,  and f estiv ities 
thoughtf ully created f or you.   I f  you w ant to be more inv olv ed,  thoughtf ully created f or you.   I f  you w ant to be more inv olv ed,  
please reach out to see how  you can grow  w ith us!   please reach out to see how  you can grow  w ith us!   
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Alexandra Nicholis Coon
N icholis Coon is ex ecutiv e director 
f or the Massillon Museum and holds 
a BA in art history f rom K ent State 
U niv ersity,  an MA in art history through 
the j oint program at the Clev eland 
Museum of  Art and Case W estern 
Reserv e U niv ersity,  and a Collections 

Care Certificate from the Campbell Center for Historic 
P reserv ation.   She has been w ith MassMu since 2 0 0 1  and 
serv ed as curator f rom 2 0 0 4  to 2 0 1 0 .   Coon serv ed as board 
president f or the O hio Museums Association f rom 2 0 1 7  to 2 0 1 9  
and is activ e on boards of  the Clev eland P rint Room and 
Aultman H ospital.   She has led tw o maj or capital proj ects f or 
Massillon Museum,  most recently a $ 6 . 2  million ex pansion.  I n 
2 0 2 4 ,  Coon w as presented w ith the O hio Museums Association 
Adv ocate of  the Y ear Aw ard,  and the D ow ntow n Massillon 
Association’ s O utstanding Serv ice Aw ard.   She is a graduate 
of  the 3 7 th Class of  L eadership Stark County.  

Scot Phillips
Scot P hillips,  MassMu’ s operations 
officer, serves as membership 
coordinator,  handles planned giv ing 
and donations,  and leads the operations 
department.   H e came to the Museum 
as an intern in J anuary of  2 0 0 8 .   
P hillips graduated f rom K ent State 

8niversity with a %A in art history and a minor in fine arts�  He 
w orked w ith Sandi Thouv enin— to w hom he is now  married.   
H e serv es on the O hio Museums Association board and w as 
president of  the D ow ntow n Massillon Association in 2 0 2 1 .   
P hillips has completed mural commissions f or the cities of  
Massillon,  Canton,  K ent,  Akron,  Magnolia,  and more.   H e w as 
co- curator and proj ect director of  MassMu’ s aw ard- w inning 
M onik er: I dentity  L ost and Found ex hibition and catalog.   M onik er: I dentity  L ost and Found ex hibition and catalog.   M onik er: I dentity  L ost and Found
H e and his w if e are the parents of  tw ins,  K lara and Cooper.
  

Mandy Altimus Stahl
Archiv ist Mandy Altimus Stahl began her 
MassMu career in 2 0 0 4 .   She graduated 
sum m a c um  laude f rom K ent State 
U niv ersity w ith a BA in history.   Stahl 
has produced documentary w orks such 
as M assillon in the Great W ar ,  T he 
L egac y  of  S teel ,  and T he Greatest 

Generation .   She w as the 2 0 1 6  plenary speaker f or the 
Society of  O hio Archiv ists,  and in 2 0 1 5  appeared on Trav el 
Channel’ s M y steries at the M useum .   Stahl and her f amily 
published her grandf ather’ s W orld W ar I I  P O W  memoir,  
Forc ed M arc h: From  the B ulge to B erc htesgaden b y  M aj or 
J ohn J .  M ohn ,  in 2 0 1 5 .   H er book,  E arly  M assillon and L ost 
K endal,  w as published by Arcadia P ublishing in 2 0 1 7 .   Stahl 
serv es as the secretary of  the Spring H ill H istoric H ome and 
U nderground Railroad Site board of  trustees,  as treasurer f or 
the Charity School of  K endal F oundation,  on the Massillon 
H istoric P reserv ation Commission,  and on the G reater Stark 
County U rban L eague board of  directors.   I n 2 0 1 8 ,  she w as 
inducted into the Y W CA Canton W omen’ s H all of  F ame.

Brandon Rohrer
Brandon Rohrer,  w ho j oined the Museum 
in 2 0 1 6 ,  is guest operations manager—  
w orking as the security liaison;  guest 
serv ices manager;  manager of  the 
Museum’ s shop,  O H regionalities;  and 
netw ork administrator.   H e helped f ound 
and currently co- chairs the accessibility 

committee.   H e serv es as director of  technology and treasurer 
at St.  J ohn’ s U nited Church of  Christ.   H e prev iously w orked 
as assistant f acilities manager at the McK inley P residential 
L ibrary and Museum and continues to assist as a planetarium 
presenter.   H e has serv ed on the boards of  the Massillon 
H eritage F oundation,  Art P ossible O hio,  and U nited W ay 
Y oung L eaders Society.   Rohrer spoke at the O hio Museums 
Association 2 0 2 0  and 2 0 2 3  annual conf erences.   H e studies 
inf ormation technology and business at K ent State U niv ersity.  

Valerie Metzger
Valerie Metz ger is MassMu’ s new  
curator of  art and artif acts.   She is 
currently w orking on her master’ s 
degree in applied history and public 
humanities at the U niv ersity of  Akron,  
where she recently earned a certificate 
in museums and archiv es.   P rior to this,  

she receiv ed a BA in interior design,  also f rom the U niv ersity 
of  Akron,  and enj oyed a career in commercial interior design.   
She is eager to apply her ex perience in design and proj ect 
management to the responsibility of  reimagining the 
Museum’ s permanent collection galleries.

Christopher Craft
Christopher Craf t is a graduate of  the 
College of  W ooster w ith a master’ s f rom 
the U niv ersity of  Akron.   H e taught art 
at F airless Schools and w as inducted 
into the F airless H all of  H onor.   Currently 
working on his twenty�first year at 
MassMu,  Craf t installs ex hibits and 

giv es presentations f or the speakers’  bureau,  among sev eral 
other responsibilities.   H e co- dev eloped and directed the 
Artf ul L iv ing and L earning program and represents the 
Museum on the program’ s adv isory board.   H e participated 
in hundreds of Civil :ar living history events, several films, 
and tw o presidential inaugurations.   H e commanded tw o 
national organiz ations,  belongs to the O rder of  K entucky 
Colonels,  and serv ed on the board of  directors of  Accuracy 
P roductions f or the H istory Channel’ s,  C iv il W ar J ournal .   As 
an artist,  his w ork is in the collections of  K ent State U niv ersity,  
the U niv ersity of  Akron,  N ational F irst L adies L ibrary and 
Museum, and the :hite House�  He published his first 
book,  T he R iv er and the W olf ,  in 2 0 2 1 ,  and is w orking T he R iv er and the W olf ,  in 2 0 2 1 ,  and is w orking T he R iv er and the W olf
on f urther publications.  

MASSMU STAFF



Emily VigilEmily Vigil
Emily Vigil is Massillon Museum’ s Studio Emily Vigil is Massillon Museum’ s Studio 
M G allery and F red F .  Silk Community M G allery and F red F .  Silk Community 
Room G allery Coordinator.   She earned Room G allery Coordinator.   She earned 
a bachelor of fine arts degree in painting a bachelor of fine arts degree in painting 
f rom Marshall U niv ersity in 2 0 0 0  and a f rom Marshall U niv ersity in 2 0 0 0  and a 
master of fine arts degree in painting master of fine arts degree in painting 
and draw ing f rom L ouisiana State and draw ing f rom L ouisiana State 

U niv ersity in 2 0 0 3 .   She came to Massillon Museum in 2 0 0 9 ,  U niv ersity in 2 0 0 3 .   She came to Massillon Museum in 2 0 0 9 ,  
af ter w orking as gallery coordinator f or the W est Virginia af ter w orking as gallery coordinator f or the W est Virginia 
D iv ision of  Culture and H istory,  teaching as an adj unct at D iv ision of  Culture and H istory,  teaching as an adj unct at 
sev eral univ ersities,  and running the Birke Art G allery in sev eral univ ersities,  and running the Birke Art G allery in 
H untington,  W est Virginia.  She w orked as the Museum’ s H untington,  W est Virginia.  She w orked as the Museum’ s 
ev ents coordinator until f rom 2 0 1 0  until 2 0 1 6 .   I n addition ev ents coordinator until f rom 2 0 1 0  until 2 0 1 6 .   I n addition 
to w orking at Massillon Museum,  she is a practicing artist to w orking at Massillon Museum,  she is a practicing artist 
and also teaches v isual art to preschoolers as part of  the and also teaches v isual art to preschoolers as part of  the 
Artf ul L iv ing and L earning program.   She has tw o daughters,  Artf ul L iv ing and L earning program.   She has tw o daughters,  
Madelyn and G illian,  ages f ourteen and tw elv e.Madelyn and G illian,  ages f ourteen and tw elv e.

Caylan RentschCaylan Rentsch
Caylan Rentsch,  education and Caylan Rentsch,  education and 
outreach assistant,  j oined the outreach assistant,  j oined the 
Massillon Museum in August 2 0 2 2 .  Massillon Museum in August 2 0 2 2 .  
She prev iously held the positions She prev iously held the positions 
of  outreach ambassador and tour of  outreach ambassador and tour 
coordinator bef ore beginning in her coordinator bef ore beginning in her 

current role in J uly 2 0 2 3 .   She earned an MA and a current role in J uly 2 0 2 3 .   She earned an MA and a 
BA in art history f rom K ent State U niv ersity.   H er BA in art history f rom K ent State U niv ersity.   H er 
thesis,  thesis,  T he Great W all of  L os A ngeles: V oc aliz ing T he Great W all of  L os A ngeles: V oc aliz ing 
the M arginaliz ed and C reating a C om m unity  T hrough the M arginaliz ed and C reating a C om m unity  T hrough 
P ub lic  A rt,P ub lic  A rt,  ex plored ideas of  collaboration,  community,   ex plored ideas of  collaboration,  community,  
and public spaces that translate directly to her role in and public spaces that translate directly to her role in 
outreach.   Rentsch sits on the Museum’ s Accessibility outreach.   Rentsch sits on the Museum’ s Accessibility 
Committee and is passionate about maintaining a Committee and is passionate about maintaining a 
Museum that is truly open to all.   She resides in Museum that is truly open to all.   She resides in 
Canton,  O hio,  w ith her three dogs— Sylv ia,  Santo,  Canton,  O hio,  w ith her three dogs— Sylv ia,  Santo,  
and G unner.  and G unner.  

Allan MooreAllan Moore
Allan Moore has been the Museum’ s Allan Moore has been the Museum’ s 
bookkeeper since N ov ember 2 0 1 8 .  bookkeeper since N ov ember 2 0 1 8 .  
H e specializ es in all aspects of  the H e specializ es in all aspects of  the 
Museum’ s accounting f unctions Museum’ s accounting f unctions 
including financial statement preparation, including financial statement preparation, 
payroll,  and accounts payable.   H e payroll,  and accounts payable.   H e 
earned an MBA f rom Ashland U niv ersity,  earned an MBA f rom Ashland U niv ersity,  

a bachelor of  business administration f rom K ent State a bachelor of  business administration f rom K ent State 
U niv ersity,  and a bachelor of  science in accounting f rom the U niv ersity,  and a bachelor of  science in accounting f rom the 
U niv ersity of  Akron.   H e came to the Museum af ter retiring U niv ersity of  Akron.   H e came to the Museum af ter retiring 
f rom Clev eland Clinic Akron G eneral H ospital w ith a f orty-f rom Clev eland Clinic Akron G eneral H ospital w ith a f orty-
plus�year career in healthcare accounting and finance�  :hen plus�year career in healthcare accounting and finance�  :hen 
not counting beans,  Allan is a dev oted f an of  the Massillon not counting beans,  Allan is a dev oted f an of  the Massillon 
Tigers and enj oys w atching the O hio State Buckeyes and Tigers and enj oys w atching the O hio State Buckeyes and 
the Clev eland G uardians.   W henev er possible,  he also likes the Clev eland G uardians.   W henev er possible,  he also likes 
to increase his know ledge of  v iticulture and enology.   Allan to increase his know ledge of  v iticulture and enology.   Allan 
resides in Massillon w ith his w if e D onna and their three cats,  resides in Massillon w ith his w if e D onna and their three cats,  
D oolittle,  D aniel,  and D orinda.D oolittle,  D aniel,  and D orinda.

Rick RohrerRick Rohrer
Rick Rohrer,  f acilities manager,  Rick Rohrer,  f acilities manager,  
came to the Massillon Museum w ith came to the Massillon Museum w ith 
a background in commercial and a background in commercial and 
residential real estate,  construction,  residential real estate,  construction,  
and building operations.   W ithin the real and building operations.   W ithin the real 
estate field, he focused on maintenance estate field, he focused on maintenance 
and emergency on- call serv ices.   I n the and emergency on- call serv ices.   I n the 

construction field, he was a building superintendent, helped construction field, he was a building superintendent, helped 
create Canton’ s W illiam R.  D ay Building,  and helped maintain create Canton’ s W illiam R.  D ay Building,  and helped maintain 
the Stern and Mann’ s building,  also in Canton.   As f acilities the Stern and Mann’ s building,  also in Canton.   As f acilities 
manager of  the W illiam McK inley P residential L ibrary and manager of  the W illiam McK inley P residential L ibrary and 
Museum,  he handled Museum,  he handled tasks f rom landscaping to building tasks f rom landscaping to building 
maintenance.   As MassMu’ s f acilities manager,  he ov ersees maintenance.   As MassMu’ s f acilities manager,  he ov ersees 
maintenance- related issues,  ensures the f acility’ s saf ety and maintenance- related issues,  ensures the f acility’ s saf ety and 
cleanliness,  and assists staf f  w ith ex hibition installation.   I n cleanliness,  and assists staf f  w ith ex hibition installation.   I n 
his spare time,  Rohrer enj oys v isiting museums and spending his spare time,  Rohrer enj oys v isiting museums and spending 
time w ith his time w ith his five adult children�five adult children�

Bailey YoderBailey Yoder
Bailey Y oder w as the curator of  f ootball Bailey Y oder w as the curator of  f ootball 
heritage f or the P aul Brow n Museum heritage f or the P aul Brow n Museum 
f rom April 2 0 1 8  to J anuary 2 0 2 5 .   She f rom April 2 0 1 8  to J anuary 2 0 2 5 .   She 
holds a BA f rom the U niv ersity of  Mount holds a BA f rom the U niv ersity of  Mount 
U nion and an MA f rom Y oungstow n U nion and an MA f rom Y oungstow n 
State U niv ersity.   She ov ersaw  research State U niv ersity.   She ov ersaw  research 
and design of  ex hibitions in the P aul and design of  ex hibitions in the P aul 

Brow n gallery and managed the P aul Brow n Research L ibrary Brow n gallery and managed the P aul Brow n Research L ibrary 
in Memory of  Bob Shiring,  w hich houses the ex tensiv e P aul in Memory of  Bob Shiring,  w hich houses the ex tensiv e P aul 
Brow n and Massillon Tigers archiv es.   Y oder coordinated Brow n and Massillon Tigers archiv es.   Y oder coordinated 
and designed the P aul Brow n Museum,  curated numerous and designed the P aul Brow n Museum,  curated numerous 
ex hibitions,  and collaborated w ith outside institutions and ex hibitions,  and collaborated w ith outside institutions and 
priv ate collectors on multiple proj ects.   She serv es on the O hio priv ate collectors on multiple proj ects.   She serv es on the O hio 
L ocal H istory Alliance ex ecutiv e board and the Massillon Tiger L ocal H istory Alliance ex ecutiv e board and the Massillon Tiger 
F ootball Booster Club J unior Board.  F ootball Booster Club J unior Board.      

Stephanie TooleStephanie Toole
Stephanie Toole,  director of  education Stephanie Toole,  director of  education 
and community partnerships,  j oined the and community partnerships,  j oined the 
Massillon Museum staf f  in J une 2 0 1 9  Massillon Museum staf f  in J une 2 0 1 9  
and remained on staf f  until J anuary and remained on staf f  until J anuary 
2 0 2 5 .   She coordinated and generated 2 0 2 5 .   She coordinated and generated 
educational programming f or ex hibitions;  educational programming f or ex hibitions;  
art and history classes and w orkshops;  art and history classes and w orkshops;  

outreach;  and special ev ents.   Toole w as responsible f or outreach;  and special ev ents.   Toole w as responsible f or 
organiz ing the Celebration in Art K – 1 2  student art ex hibition organiz ing the Celebration in Art K – 1 2  student art ex hibition 
and leading the N EA Big Read program and committee.   She and leading the N EA Big Read program and committee.   She 
supported the P oetry O ut L oud program and coordinator and supported the P oetry O ut L oud program and coordinator and 
helped manage the Museum’ s inv olv ement in the Artf ul L iv ing helped manage the Museum’ s inv olv ement in the Artf ul L iv ing 
and L earning I ntergenerational P rogram.   She w as co- chair and L earning I ntergenerational P rogram.   She w as co- chair 
of  the Museum’ s accessibility committee,  an Artf ul L iv ing and of  the Museum’ s accessibility committee,  an Artf ul L iv ing and 
L earning adv isory board member,  and an O hio Alliance f or L earning adv isory board member,  and an O hio Alliance f or 
Arts Education board member.   Toole earned a BA in history Arts Education board member.   Toole earned a BA in history 
and psychology f rom O hio W esleyan U niv ersity and an MA and psychology f rom O hio W esleyan U niv ersity and an MA 
in history w ith a concentration in public history f rom the in history w ith a concentration in public history f rom the 
U niv ersity of  Cincinnati.  U niv ersity of  Cincinnati.  



Maya DemchakMaya Demchak
Maya D emchak is the guest operations Maya D emchak is the guest operations 
assistant and shop coordinator.   She assistant and shop coordinator.   She 
has been w ith the Museum since April has been w ith the Museum since April 
of  2 0 2 2 .   D emchak striv es to create an of  2 0 2 2 .   D emchak striv es to create an 
accessible and w elcoming env ironment accessible and w elcoming env ironment 
to all w ho v isit the museum,  w orking to to all w ho v isit the museum,  w orking to 
achiev e this goal by serv ing on the achiev e this goal by serv ing on the 

Museum’ s accessibility committee.   By partnering w ith local Museum’ s accessibility committee.   By partnering w ith local 
artists and small businesses,  she w orks to make the Museum artists and small businesses,  she w orks to make the Museum 
gift shop a place for visitors to find new and intriguing items,gift shop a place for visitors to find new and intriguing items, while  while 
also supporting the community.   D emchak enj oys attending also supporting the community.   D emchak enj oys attending 
local artist fairs and Àea markets, and in her free time she local artist fairs and Àea markets, and in her free time she 
likes to read and spend time w ith her f amily,  including her likes to read and spend time w ith her f amily,  including her 
dog,  W rigley.   She is a graduate of  K ent State U niv ersity.dog,  W rigley.   She is a graduate of  K ent State U niv ersity.

Scott Alan Evans Scott Alan Evans 
Scott Alan Ev ans,  a guest operations Scott Alan Ev ans,  a guest operations 
assistant,  is an artist and photographer assistant,  is an artist and photographer 
w hose w ork has been show n throughout w hose w ork has been show n throughout 
N ortheast O hio.   H is paintings of ten N ortheast O hio.   H is paintings of ten 
hav e mythical themes w hile his hav e mythical themes w hile his 
photography f ocuses on nature and photography f ocuses on nature and 
tex tures.   H is recent w orks centered tex tures.   H is recent w orks centered 

on portraits,  casting f riends as f antastical creatures and on portraits,  casting f riends as f antastical creatures and 
remembering lost friends and inÀuences, as well as paying remembering lost friends and inÀuences, as well as paying 
homage to a lov e of  aliens,  robots,  and monsters.   H e curated homage to a lov e of  aliens,  robots,  and monsters.   H e curated 
the Studio 2 0 9 1  the Studio 2 0 9 1  T arotT arot show  f eaturing sev enty- eight artists and  show  f eaturing sev enty- eight artists and T arotT arot show  f eaturing sev enty- eight artists and T arotT arot
the installation,  the installation,  I m p ossib le GardensI m p ossib le Gardens,  a surreal botanical garden ,  a surreal botanical garden 
that w as also show n in Canton and the W aterloo district.   At that w as also show n in Canton and the W aterloo district.   At 
the Massillon Museum,  his w ork w as show n in sev eral the Massillon Museum,  his w ork w as show n in sev eral S tark  S tark  
C ounty  A rtists E x hib itionsC ounty  A rtists E x hib itions and,  in 2 0 1 3 ,  in his Studio M  and,  in 2 0 1 3 ,  in his Studio M C ounty  A rtists E x hib itionsC ounty  A rtists E x hib itions and,  in 2 0 1 3 ,  in his Studio M C ounty  A rtists E x hib itionsC ounty  A rtists E x hib itions
show ,  show ,  T erra I m aginaraT erra I m aginara.   H e receiv ed a degree in v isual .   H e receiv ed a degree in v isual 
communications f rom the Art I nstitute of  Atlanta.  communications f rom the Art I nstitute of  Atlanta.  

Susan MentrakSusan Mentrak
Susan Mentrak is the ceramics studio Susan Mentrak is the ceramics studio 
manager at MassMu.   She maj ored manager at MassMu.   She maj ored 
in illustration and graduated in 1 9 9 2  in illustration and graduated in 1 9 9 2  
f rom the Columbus College of  Art and f rom the Columbus College of  Art and 
D esign.   She has had her designs in D esign.   She has had her designs in 
N ordstrom,  the N ordstrom,  the New  Y ork  T im esNew  Y ork  T im es,  L ark ,  L ark 
Books,  Books,  I nc . c om ,  L ittle T hing,  S tuf f ed,I nc . c om ,  L ittle T hing,  S tuf f ed,

and and D oll C ollec torD oll C ollec tor magaz ines.   I n 2 0 1 6  she began w orking  magaz ines.   I n 2 0 1 6  she began w orking D oll C ollec torD oll C ollec tor magaz ines.   I n 2 0 1 6  she began w orking D oll C ollec torD oll C ollec tor
primarily in ceramics.   H er w ork incorporates narrativ e and primarily in ceramics.   H er w ork incorporates narrativ e and 
graphic design.   W hat started as a f un hobby to research graphic design.   W hat started as a f un hobby to research 
her f amily tree dev eloped into an unf olding v ibrant drama,  her f amily tree dev eloped into an unf olding v ibrant drama,  
uncov ering both patriots and underground communist leaders uncov ering both patriots and underground communist leaders 
hiding f rom N az is.   This narrativ e,  hiding f rom N az is.   This narrativ e,  L egac y — W e Get to Giv e,  L egac y — W e Get to Giv e,  
W e Giv e to GetW e Giv e to Get ,  w as ex hibited at the Canton Museum of  Art ,  w as ex hibited at the Canton Museum of  Art 
in the f all of  2 0 2 3 .   I t ex plored f amily history— how  it shapes in the f all of  2 0 2 3 .   I t ex plored f amily history— how  it shapes 
our paradigm and in turn inÀuences our community�  Mentrak our paradigm and in turn inÀuences our community�  Mentrak 
is a member of  the Canton Ceramic Artists G uild and liv es is a member of  the Canton Ceramic Artists G uild and liv es 
in J ackson Tow nship w ith her husband and daughter.in J ackson Tow nship w ith her husband and daughter.

Logan AbbottLogan Abbott
L ogan Abbott started as the assistant L ogan Abbott started as the assistant 
to the f acilities manager at MassMu in to the f acilities manager at MassMu in 
D ecember 2 0 2 3 .   H e is a 2 0 1 9  graduate D ecember 2 0 2 3 .   H e is a 2 0 1 9  graduate 
of  RG  D rage,  w here he studied graphic of  RG  D rage,  w here he studied graphic 
design.   H is ex perience w orking f or design.   H is ex perience w orking f or 
Cinemark prov ided him the f oundation Cinemark prov ided him the f oundation 
f or helping maintain a clean building f or helping maintain a clean building 

and multitasking as w ell as interf acing w ith the public.   A and multitasking as w ell as interf acing w ith the public.   A 
lif elong Massillon resident,  L ogan grew  up w ith a lov e of  lif elong Massillon resident,  L ogan grew  up w ith a lov e of  
history,  art,  and museums,  and looks f orw ard to lev eraging history,  art,  and museums,  and looks f orw ard to lev eraging 
these interests and his lov e of  reading and research to these interests and his lov e of  reading and research to 
supporting the Museum’ s mission.   I n his f ree time,  he supporting the Museum’ s mission.   I n his f ree time,  he 
enj oys reading comics and spending time w ith f riends enj oys reading comics and spending time w ith f riends 
and his cat,  K ev in.and his cat,  K ev in.

Alexa PolinoriAlexa Polinori
P olinori has been the P olinori has been the S tark  C ounty  A rtists S tark  C ounty  A rtists 
E x hib itionE x hib ition coordinator since 2 0 2 2 .   She  coordinator since 2 0 2 2 .   She 
began w orking f ull- time as the Ev ents began w orking f ull- time as the Ev ents 
and Volunteer Coordinator in September and Volunteer Coordinator in September 
of �����  3olinori earned her %A in fine of �����  3olinori earned her %A in fine 
arts and art history,  w ith a specializ ation arts and art history,  w ith a specializ ation 
in oil painting,  through Malone U niv ersity.   in oil painting,  through Malone U niv ersity.   

She is an oil painter,  a colorist f or a w ebcomic,  and a curator She is an oil painter,  a colorist f or a w ebcomic,  and a curator 
at Silo Arts in Canton,  O hio.   She resides w ith her husband,  at Silo Arts in Canton,  O hio.   She resides w ith her husband,  
Av ery,  and their tw o cats,  F rank and Beans.Av ery,  and their tw o cats,  F rank and Beans.

Dove ReeherDove Reeher
'ove 5eeher, digital media and office 'ove 5eeher, digital media and office 
coordinator,  has been w ith the Massillon coordinator,  has been w ith the Massillon 
Museum since May of  2 0 2 3 .   She w as a Museum since May of  2 0 2 3 .   She w as a 
MassMu guest serv ices assistant f rom MassMu guest serv ices assistant f rom 
2 0 2 3  to 2 0 2 4 .   I n 2 0 1 9 ,  she graduated 2 0 2 3  to 2 0 2 4 .   I n 2 0 1 9 ,  she graduated 
f rom Mercer H igh School in Mercer,  f rom Mercer H igh School in Mercer,  
P ennsylv ania.   Reeher has alw ays had P ennsylv ania.   Reeher has alw ays had 

a love for the arts, specifically, ceramics, music, and theatre�  a love for the arts, specifically, ceramics, music, and theatre�  
,n her free time, she enMoys spending time with her fiancpe, ,n her free time, she enMoys spending time with her fiancpe, 
v isiting cof f ee shops,  and gardening.  v isiting cof f ee shops,  and gardening.  

Jeanne SemiliaJeanne Semilia
J eanne Semilia has been a museum J eanne Semilia has been a museum 
assistant since April 2 0 1 7 .   I n addition assistant since April 2 0 1 7 .   I n addition 
to w orking part- time at the Massillon to w orking part- time at the Massillon 
Museum,  she w orks f ull- time at O SU  Museum,  she w orks f ull- time at O SU  
ATI .   Semilia is a lif elong resident of  ATI .   Semilia is a lif elong resident of  
N ortheast O hio and chose to pursue N ortheast O hio and chose to pursue 
degrees close to home,  receiv ing an degrees close to home,  receiv ing an 

AA% in office administration from Cuyahoga Community AA% in office administration from Cuyahoga Community 
College and a BA in tex tiles and clothing f rom the U niv ersity College and a BA in tex tiles and clothing f rom the U niv ersity 
of  Akron.   L ater in lif e,  she receiv ed an MA in educational of  Akron.   L ater in lif e,  she receiv ed an MA in educational 
f oundations/ instructional technology,  also f rom the U niv ersity f oundations/ instructional technology,  also f rom the U niv ersity 
of  Akron.   She enj oys doing v olunteer w ork w ith sev eral of  Akron.   She enj oys doing v olunteer w ork w ith sev eral 
organiz ations in the area and is a second lieutenant in organiz ations in the area and is a second lieutenant in 
Civ il Air P atrol.Civ il Air P atrol.

coordinator,  has been w ith the Massillon coordinator,  has been w ith the Massillon 

2 0 2 3  to 2 0 2 4 .   I n 2 0 1 9 ,  she graduated 2 0 2 3  to 2 0 2 4 .   I n 2 0 1 9 ,  she graduated 
f rom Mercer H igh School in Mercer,  f rom Mercer H igh School in Mercer,  

to the f acilities manager at MassMu in to the f acilities manager at MassMu in 

of  RG  D rage,  w here he studied graphic of  RG  D rage,  w here he studied graphic 
design.   H is ex perience w orking f or design.   H is ex perience w orking f or 

f or helping maintain a clean building f or helping maintain a clean building 
and multitasking as w ell as interf acing w ith the public.   A and multitasking as w ell as interf acing w ith the public.   A 

Scott Alan Evans Scott Alan Evans 

assistant,  is an artist and photographer assistant,  is an artist and photographer 
w hose w ork has been show n throughout w hose w ork has been show n throughout 

tex tures.   H is recent w orks centered tex tures.   H is recent w orks centered 
on portraits,  casting f riends as f antastical creatures and on portraits,  casting f riends as f antastical creatures and Jeanne SemiliaJeanne Semilia

J eanne Semilia has been a museum J eanne Semilia has been a museum 
assistant since April 2 0 1 7 .   I n addition assistant since April 2 0 1 7 .   I n addition 
to w orking part- time at the Massillon to w orking part- time at the Massillon 

ATI .   Semilia is a lif elong resident of  ATI .   Semilia is a lif elong resident of  

degrees close to home,  receiv ing an degrees close to home,  receiv ing an 
AA% in office administration from Cuyahoga Community AA% in office administration from Cuyahoga Community 

assistant and shop coordinator.   She assistant and shop coordinator.   She 

of  2 0 2 2 .   D emchak striv es to create an of  2 0 2 2 .   D emchak striv es to create an 
accessible and w elcoming env ironment accessible and w elcoming env ironment 
to all w ho v isit the museum,  w orking to to all w ho v isit the museum,  w orking to 
achiev e this goal by serv ing on the achiev e this goal by serv ing on the 

Susan MentrakSusan Mentrak

f rom the Columbus College of  Art and f rom the Columbus College of  Art and 

Alexa PolinoriAlexa Polinori

and Volunteer Coordinator in September and Volunteer Coordinator in September 
of �����  3olinori earned her %A in fine of �����  3olinori earned her %A in fine 
arts and art history,  w ith a specializ ation arts and art history,  w ith a specializ ation 



Anna Young
Anna E.  Y oung w as administrativ e 
assistant and social media manager 
f rom 2 0 1 9  through 2 0 2 4 .   She holds an 
MF A in photography f rom Cranbrook 
Academy of  Art and a BF A in photography 
w ith a minor in printmaking,  art history,  
and prof essional photography f rom 

the U niv ersity of  Akron.   She is the co- f ounder of  K I N K  
Contemporary,  an artist- run art gallery in Clev eland’ s 
W aterloo Arts D istrict.   Y oung is also an assistant lecturer 
at the U niv ersity of  Akron,  Myers School of  Art,  in the 2 D  
'esign department�  ,n her free time, she creates fine art 
photographs,  graphic prints,  and silicone sculptures rev olv ing 
around anx iety,  social issues,  body dysmorphia,  and mortality.

Kathryne Applegate
K athryne Applegate w as the MassMu 
collections manager and registrar 
f rom May 2 0 2 3  to O ctober 2 0 2 4 .   She 
managed new  acq uisitions to the 
permanent collections;  f acilitated 
domestic and international loans and 
reTuests� maintained the Museum’s fine 

arts insurance policy;  and adv ised on proper obj ect handling,  
documentation,  env ironmental monitoring,  and collections 
care.   She sat on the Museum’ s collections committee and 
is a member of  the Association of  Registrars and Collections 
Specialists,  activ ely participating in their mentorship program.   
She has held collections management positions in sev eral 
museums including Toledo Museum of  Art and Z anesv ille 
Museum of  Art.   Applegate graduated sum m a c um  laude
f rom K ent State U niv ersity w ith a BA in art history,  minoring 
in photo- illustration.   She earned an MA in history of  art 
f rom the U niv ersity of  Birmingham,  England.   

Mary Ruth Kamp 
Mary Ruth K amp started in August 2 0 2 2  
as the P oetry O ut L oud coordinator f or 
O hio Arts Council’ s N ortheast O hio 
Region.   An artist,  she driv es her local 
public library’ s bookmobile.   She studied 
fine art at 2hio :esleyan 8niversity 
and w orked more than tw elv e years 

as a w ilderness guide in the Boundary W aters Canoe Area 
:ilderness in 1ortheast Minnesota�  A certified spiritual director 
and w riting circle f acilitator,  she lov es anything outdoors.   H er 
first poem �a collaborative piece� was published this past fall 
in the anthology titled,  V oic e of  the M oon: A n A nthology  of  
P oetry  published by W ater P enny P ress.P oetry  published by W ater P enny P ress.P oetry

Margy Vogt
P ublic Relations Coordinator Margy 
Vogt has w ritten local history books 
and leads w alking tours.  She chairs 
MassMu’ s Brow n Bag L unches and 
the Community Candlelight W alk and 
serv es on the Massillon P ublic L ibrary,  
Charity School of  K endal F oundation,  

Community I mprov ement Corporation,  H istoric P reserv ation 
Commission,  Massillon Main Street,  and St.  Timothy’ s boards.
She edited the Massillon W estStark Chamber’ s new sletter,  
chaired its board,  tw ice serv ed as interim president,  and 
continues to photograph Chamber ev ents.  W ith her Rotary 
Club P aul L .  D av id H umanitarian Aw ard,  she established the 
Museum’ s P hotography Endow ment. T he R ep ository named 
her one of  “ Stark County’ s Most I nteresting P eople”  and she 
w as inducted into the Canton Y W CA W omen’ s H all of  F ame.
She has receiv ed the Massillon W estStark Chamber’ s J . S.  
Sanders and Small Business of  the Y ear aw ards.  She has 
been presented w ith the K  of  C H umanitarian of  the Y ear,  
the Mayor’ s Community Serv ice,  and the Massillon 
D istinguished Citiz en aw ards.

Gregory Guarneri 
F ormer O utreach Ambassador G regory 
G uarneri holds a BF A degree w ith a 
concentration in sculpture.   H e is an 
activ e artist,  musician,  and public 
serv ant.   G regory enj oys meeting new  
people and doing f un activ ities w ith 
f amilies during local ev ents.   H e 

currently w orks a f ull- time position as the director of  a 
community outreach center in Akron’ s Summit L ake 
neighborhood.   H e mov ed to Massillon about tw o years 
ago and has become v ery interested in being inv olv ed 
w ith the community through arts and culture.

Jessika Raisor
J essika Raisor is a multimedia artist 
w ith a f ocus on animation and paper.   
She has been creating w orks to 
educate— f rom science to history 
since 2 0 1 8 .   This ex perience has been 
ex citingly used as a MassMu outreach 
ambassador and as chair of  the 

                                     Tuscaraw as Arts P artnership education 
                                  and outreach committee.

Megan Marchione
Megan Marchione,  a Massillon 
Museum outreach ambassador,  is 
a graduate of  K ent State U niv ersity.   
As a f an of  sunshine,  she spent many 
years in F lorida as a W alt D isney W orld 
cast member bef ore returning to Massillon.   
She enj oys painting,  knitting,  spending 

                                  q uality time w ith her f amily,  and raising 
                                  her daughter.

Vogt has w ritten local history books Vogt has w ritten local history books 
and leads w alking tours.and leads w alking tours.

the Community Candlelight W alk and the Community Candlelight W alk and 
serv es on the Massillon P ublic L ibrary,  serv es on the Massillon P ublic L ibrary,  

Community I mprov ement Corporation,  H istoric P reserv ation Community I mprov ement Corporation,  H istoric P reserv ation 

Jessika RaisorJessika Raisor
J essika Raisor is a multimedia artist J essika Raisor is a multimedia artist 
w ith a f ocus on animation and paper.   w ith a f ocus on animation and paper.   

educate— f rom science to history educate— f rom science to history 
since 2 0 1 8 .   This ex perience has been since 2 0 1 8 .   This ex perience has been 
ex citingly used as a MassMu outreach ex citingly used as a MassMu outreach 
ambassador and as chair of  the ambassador and as chair of  the 

                                     Tuscaraw as Arts P artnership education                                      Tuscaraw as Arts P artnership education 

a graduate of  K ent State U niv ersity.   a graduate of  K ent State U niv ersity.   
As a f an of  sunshine,  she spent many As a f an of  sunshine,  she spent many 
years in F lorida as a W alt D isney W orld years in F lorida as a W alt D isney W orld 
cast member bef ore returning to Massillon.   cast member bef ore returning to Massillon.   

Anna YoungAnna Young
Anna E.  Y oung w as administrativ e Anna E.  Y oung w as administrativ e 
assistant and social media manager assistant and social media manager 
f rom 2 0 1 9  through 2 0 2 4 .   She holds an f rom 2 0 1 9  through 2 0 2 4 .   She holds an 

Academy of  Art and a BF A in photography Academy of  Art and a BF A in photography 
w ith a minor in printmaking,  art history,  w ith a minor in printmaking,  art history,  
and prof essional photography f rom and prof essional photography f rom 

collections manager and registrar collections manager and registrar 
f rom May 2 0 2 3  to O ctober 2 0 2 4 .   She f rom May 2 0 2 3  to O ctober 2 0 2 4 .   She 

domestic and international loans and domestic and international loans and 

arts insurance policy;  and adv ised on proper obj ect handling,  arts insurance policy;  and adv ised on proper obj ect handling,  

as the P oetry O ut L oud coordinator f or as the P oetry O ut L oud coordinator f or 

fine art at 2hio :esleyan 8niversity fine art at 2hio :esleyan 8niversity 
and w orked more than tw elv e years and w orked more than tw elv e years 

concentration in sculpture.   H e is an concentration in sculpture.   H e is an 
activ e artist,  musician,  and public activ e artist,  musician,  and public 
serv ant.   G regory enj oys meeting new  serv ant.   G regory enj oys meeting new  

f amilies during local ev ents.   H e f amilies during local ev ents.   H e 



This year many archiv es w ere digitiz ed including 
Russell and Company ledgers,  community scrapbooks,  
D r.  T. J .  Reed’ s 1 8 7 0 s birth records,  photo albums,  
and I ndep endent new spaper photographs.I ndep endent new spaper photographs.I ndep endent

Gilding Northeast Ohio prov ided an opportunity 
to research hundreds of  artif acts and the people 
associated w ith them.   Sev eral descendants of  the 
f amilies v isited the ex hibit.  

I n May,  w e hosted the L ocal H istory and G enealogy 
F air,  co- sponsored by the Stark County D istrict L ibrary 
and Massillon P ublic L ibrary.   Attendees could v isit 
booths f rom many local historical societies,  museums,  
and genealogy societies f rom Stark and surrounding 
counties.   N ex t year it w ill be hosted at the Stark 
County D istrict L ibrary’ s main branch.

O ur v irtual archiv es now  f eature 2 9 , 5 0 0  photos!   W e 
began loading galleries of  photos onto F lickr in 2 0 1 8 .  
Since that time,  more than 8 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  v irtual v isitors 
hav e v iew ed the images.

A special thank you to collection intern J ess I ckes 
and v olunteers Mary J ane Corw in,  Tom G rov e,  Tom 
H aas,  Mark P itocco,  and Scott Sandbrink.   W e w ish 
f ormer Collections Manager and Registrar K athryne 
Applegate the best in her new  adv enture.    mas 

VELMA B. ERWIN 
RESEARCH 
ROOM & ARCHIVES/
PERMANENT COLLECTIONS

leF t:  J ames E.  
H amlin posed 
w ith his 
daughter- in- law  
D oris J une 
H amlin at Crystal 
Springs,  w ith 
1 9 3 5  G raham 
Coupe,  c.  1 9 4 6 .
G if t of  D oris 
H amlin
Collection of  
the Massillon 
Museum 
( 9 6 . 1 0 6 . 1 a)

belO W :  Scott 
Sandbrink and 
intern J ess I ckes 
piece together 
a circus 
photograph.   mas



Much w ork has been done in the P aul Brow n f ootball heritage collections ov er the past Much w ork has been done in the P aul Brow n f ootball heritage collections ov er the past 
year.   Volunteer Essam F arrah has scanned nearly 1 , 0 0 0  3 5 mm slides and rehoused them year.   Volunteer Essam F arrah has scanned nearly 1 , 0 0 0  3 5 mm slides and rehoused them 
in protectiv e sleev es.   H e has w orked on a catalog inv entory proj ect of  the in protectiv e sleev es.   H e has w orked on a catalog inv entory proj ect of  the Op en S torageOp en S torage
e[hibit located on the Museum’s second Àoor�  )arrah has also inventoried and deaccessioned e[hibit located on the Museum’s second Àoor�  )arrah has also inventoried and deaccessioned 
duplicate game programs in the collection;  they w ill be used by the Booster Club and theduplicate game programs in the collection;  they w ill be used by the Booster Club and the
W ashington H igh School Alumni Association.   Eris Moesle continues to scan the binders W ashington H igh School Alumni Association.   Eris Moesle continues to scan the binders 
in the J unie and D olores Studer L ibrary,  w ith only a f ew  binders remaining to be scanned.   in the J unie and D olores Studer L ibrary,  w ith only a f ew  binders remaining to be scanned.   
Moesle has also started a scrapbook rehousing proj ect to protect the f ragile pages and Moesle has also started a scrapbook rehousing proj ect to protect the f ragile pages and 
new spaper articles f or f uture research use.   The history committee of  the Massillon Tiger new spaper articles f or f uture research use.   The history committee of  the Massillon Tiger 
F ootball Booster Club continues to v olunteer ev ery Thursday af ternoon,  researching f ormer F ootball Booster Club continues to v olunteer ev ery Thursday af ternoon,  researching f ormer 
players f or articles on their w ebsite and updates to the Studer L ibrary.   They enj oy talking players f or articles on their w ebsite and updates to the Studer L ibrary.   They enj oy talking 
about current ev ents and the upcoming f ootball season.   H undreds of  reel- to- reel audio about current ev ents and the upcoming f ootball season.   H undreds of  reel- to- reel audio 
tapes,  S- VH S tapes,  D V tapes,  and D VD s of  interv iew s,  community ev ents,  and f ootball-tapes,  S- VH S tapes,  D V tapes,  and D VD s of  interv iew s,  community ev ents,  and f ootball-
related ev ents hav e been added to the P aul Brow n Museum collection.related ev ents hav e been added to the P aul Brow n Museum collection.

W e w ish f ormer Curator of  F ootball H eritage Bailey Y oder the best in her new  museum career.    W e w ish f ormer Curator of  F ootball H eritage Bailey Y oder the best in her new  museum career.    
lc

PAUL BROWN MUSEUM COLLECTION, 
RESEARCH LIBRARY AND SPECIAL PROJECTSRichard Alex

I n memory of  Edw ard Allman
Bob &  Terry Argent
Roy Bair
Ron &  Elsie Balder
L iz  W eekes Billman
D an Bow ers
Rebekah Casper
I n memory of  J oan M.  Cheney
Suz anne Chapanar- Colby
Marcianne D av id
Timothy F rey
I n memory of  Ed G rier
I n memory of  Billy Ann G uf f y
I n memory of  L ee H ammock
Ev an H annon F amily
L ynn H ill
D ick J acobs F amily
Michael P .  J ames Sr. ,  
   son of  Tommy J ames
I n honor of  J ohn K alagides,  
   w ho serv ed in W W I I
P hyllis K night
F amily of  P aul J .  L iebermann
The L ongheier F amily
L ouise Mahoney
Massillon Tiger F ootball 
   Booster Club
J acq ueline McL ain Estate
McL ain F amily
Carol Meyers
Moore F amily,  N ate &  Becca

2023–2024 Donations to the Permanent Collection and Archives
Museum P urchase
Tow n of  O gden,  N Y
W illiam Reid
Andrew  &  Alice H ammer P aul,  
   class of  1 9 4 7
Andrew  &  Alice P aul Estate
Bill P earch
Anthony P erry J r.  &  K athy Cataz aro- P erry
Bonnie L .  P opa
D av id P rice
F amily of  M. A. W .  P ratt
Samantha Rohrer
Marilyn D eG eorge Schartiger
Schiro F amily
Michael Slinger
I n memory of  Tom Straughn
W illiam &  Marj orie McQ ueen Stoner
Mona L emmon W arstler
W ashington H igh School 
   Alumni Association
Earle E.  W ise J r.    mas

This year’ s local H istory and 
G enealogy F air,  co- sponsored by 

the Massillon Museum,  Stark 
County D istrict L ibrary,  and 

Massillon P ublic L ibrary,  w as held in 
G essner H all.   mas



MAIN GALLERY
G ilding  N ortheast O hio:  F ashion and F ortune 1 8 7 0 – 1 9 0 0
Gilding Northeast Ohio w as guest- curated by N ew  Y ork f ashion historian,  educator,  and author Brian Centrone.   
The ex hibition,  seen by nearly 9 , 7 0 0  people,  ex plored the region’ s f orgotten glittering prominence during the 
*ilded Age, using fashion to reÀect the era’s class, political, and social comple[ities�  

I t f eatured garments f rom Massillon Museum and W estern Reserv e H istorical Society,  alongside loans f rom 
regional institutions like the K ent State U niv ersity Museum,  the McK inley P residential L ibrary and Museum,  
and Spring H ill H istoric H ome and U nderground Railroad Site.   A highlight w as inclusion of  costumes f rom H BO ’ s 
T he Gilded A ge series, paired with original garments to showcase the lasting inÀuence of fashion from this 
period.   L ev eraging MassMu’ s ex tensiv e collection,  Centrone w as able to construct a narrativ e that told 
N ortheast O hio’ s story during the G ilded Age,  connecting it to that of  the rest of  the country and the w orld.

Gilding w as the most ambitious proj ect in MassMu’ s recent history in terms of  design and production,  
budget,  marketing,  research,  and regional collaboration.  The proj ect assembled a team of  museum and marketing 
prof essionals,  historians,  f ashion and costume designers,  an ex perience designer,  carpenters,  artists,  actors,  
f abricators,  interns,  v olunteers,  and more to establish a regional benchmark f or ex cellence through collaboration.    
aN c

H ome A g ain:  
The E mbodiment of A frica throug h A rt and F abric
H om e A gain opened Saturday,  March 2 3 ,  and 
continued through Sunday,  May 1 9 ;  an artists’  
reception w as held on April 6  alongside the N EA 
Big Read kickof f  ev ent.   Contemporary paintings,  
head w raps,  mix ed media artw ork,  and sculpture 
complemented MassMu’ s 2 0 2 4  N EA Big Read book 
selection, H om egoing by Y aa G yasi.   Chesley 
Antoinette of  Tex as,  K hehla Chepape Makgato 
of  South Af rica,  W oodrow  N ash and F rancine 
Murphy- Terry of  O hio,  and artists f rom G ee’ s Bend 
Collaborativ e w ere represented in the ex hibition,  
w hich w as guest- curated by D r.  Tameka Ellington.   
Ellington is a f ashion designer,  educator,  author,  
and CEO  and F ounder of  D r.  Tameka Ellington 
Enterprises,  as w ell as the curator of  Black history 
at the W illiam McK inley P residential L ibrary and 
Museum.   Ellington’ s v ision and ex pertise resulted 
in a beautif ul presentation of  f abric’ s narrativ e pow er 
w hich complemented themes in G yasi’ s nov el.    aN c

rI G H t:  Chepape Makgato,  Q ueen 
M anthatisi,  2 0 1 9 ,  acrylic,  

painting,  and tex tile on canv as,  
H om e A gain

F ar rI G H t:  
I ntroductory v ignette,  Gilding 

Northeast Ohio,  a proj ect f unded 
w ith maj or support f rom Visit 

Canton and ArtsinStark   br



Memorial Donations:
P atricia A.  Bauch—
   in memory of  
   Mary J ane Meismer 
P am Michel— in memory 
   of  Mary J ane Meismer
Beth Smith— in memory 
   of  Mary J ane Meismer
F red Scott W ilson— in 

   memory of  Mary J ane    Meismer 

Rosemary Stephen Memo-

rial D onations
Bailey Cav alieri,  
L L C
Shane J ackson 
&  
   P atricia 
K andel
Thomas &  
N ancy Miller
Margaret 
H ow ley
J ohn &  Sarah 
K unesh
Mr.  &  Mrs.  
W illiam McN eil

S tark  C ounty A rtists E xhibitionS tark  C ounty A rtists E xhibition
The 2 0 2 3  The 2 0 2 3  S tark  C ounty  A rtists E x hib itionS tark  C ounty  A rtists E x hib ition w as on display  w as on display 
f rom N ov ember 3 0 ,  2 0 2 3  through J anuary 1 4 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  f rom N ov ember 3 0 ,  2 0 2 3  through J anuary 1 4 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  
showcasing seventy�four artworks by fifty�two artists�  showcasing seventy�four artworks by fifty�two artists�  
Best in Show  w as aw arded to J essica Morton,  second Best in Show  w as aw arded to J essica Morton,  second 
to J udi K rew ,  and third to Bruce Stebner.   O f  6 7 5  v otes to J udi K rew ,  and third to Bruce Stebner.   O f  6 7 5  v otes 
cast,  the P eople’ s Choice Aw ard w as giv en to Brian cast,  the P eople’ s Choice Aw ard w as giv en to Brian 
Robinson f or his pastel,Robinson f or his pastel,  First M orning.    First M orning.   

The 2 0 2 4  The 2 0 2 4  S tark  C ounty  A rtists E x hib ition S tark  C ounty  A rtists E x hib ition debuted debuted 
N ov ember 2 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  and concluded J anuary 1 2 ,  2 0 2 5 .   N ov ember 2 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  and concluded J anuary 1 2 ,  2 0 2 5 .   
The show  w as created by three j urors— Autumn Bland,  The show  w as created by three j urors— Autumn Bland,  
O rlando Caraballo,  and Colleen G eorge Suich.   F rom O rlando Caraballo,  and Colleen G eorge Suich.   F rom 
2 1 5  entries by eighty- six  artists,  six ty- sev en artw orks 2 1 5  entries by eighty- six  artists,  six ty- sev en artw orks 
by f orty- nine artists w ere selected and displayed in by f orty- nine artists w ere selected and displayed in 
the Museum’ s Main G allery.   The show  w as a f antastic the Museum’ s Main G allery.   The show  w as a f antastic 
blend of  2 D  and 3 D  w orks,  including oil paintings,  blend of  2 D  and 3 D  w orks,  including oil paintings,  
collages,  and tex tile w orks.   Best in show  w as aw arded collages,  and tex tile w orks.   Best in show  w as aw arded 
to Sharon F rank Maz gaj  f or her draw ing,  to Sharon F rank Maz gaj  f or her draw ing,  D orothy  and D orothy  and 
E thel.   E thel.   F or her sculpture,  F or her sculpture,  D eath of  General W olf e D eath of  General W olf e 
L idded C asserole,  L idded C asserole,  Susan Mentrak w as aw arded second Susan Mentrak w as aw arded second 
place,  and L aura D onnelly w as giv en third place f or place,  and L aura D onnelly w as giv en third place f or 
S av anah in Flight.   S av anah in Flight.   H onorable mentions w ere giv en H onorable mentions w ere giv en 
to L ou Camerato,  G erald F ox ,  J udith G irscht H uber,  to L ou Camerato,  G erald F ox ,  J udith G irscht H uber,  
D av id J entgen,  Susan K urtz ,  and Miranda Marsh.   D av id J entgen,  Susan K urtz ,  and Miranda Marsh.   
G erald F ox  earned the P eople’ s Choice Aw ard f or G erald F ox  earned the P eople’ s Choice Aw ard f or 
his painting,  his painting,  Gaelic  M aj estyGaelic  M aj esty ..
aP

C elebration in A rtC elebration in A rt
The 2 0 2 4  The 2 0 2 4  C eleb ration in A rtC eleb ration in A rt ex hibition opened on  ex hibition opened on C eleb ration in A rtC eleb ration in A rt ex hibition opened on C eleb ration in A rtC eleb ration in A rt
Sunday,  F ebruary 4 ,  w ith an in- person reception f or the Sunday,  F ebruary 4 ,  w ith an in- person reception f or the 
f eatured students,  their art educators,  and their f amilies.   f eatured students,  their art educators,  and their f amilies.   
The young artists all attended public and parochial schools The young artists all attended public and parochial schools 
in W estern Stark County and w ere in kindergarten in W estern Stark County and w ere in kindergarten 
through tw elf th grade.   The ex hibition f eatured nearly through tw elf th grade.   The ex hibition f eatured nearly 
3 0 0  tw o-  and three- dimensional artw orks.  3 0 0  tw o-  and three- dimensional artw orks.  

Tw enty- eight schools participated:  Amherst Elementary,  Tw enty- eight schools participated:  Amherst Elementary,  
Edison Middle,  F airless Elementary,  F airless H igh,  Edison Middle,  F airless Elementary,  F airless H igh,  
F airless Middle,  F ranklin Elementary,  G enoa Elementary,  F airless Middle,  F ranklin Elementary,  G enoa Elementary,  
G orrell Elementary,  J ackson H igh,  J ackson Memorial G orrell Elementary,  J ackson H igh,  J ackson Memorial 
Middle,  L ake Cable Elementary,  L ohr Elementary,  Middle,  L ake Cable Elementary,  L ohr Elementary,  
Massillon I ntermediate,  Massillon J unior H igh,  Massillon Massillon I ntermediate,  Massillon J unior H igh,  Massillon 
W ashington H igh,  N orthw est H igh,  P erry H igh,  P f eif f er W ashington H igh,  N orthw est H igh,  P erry H igh,  P f eif f er 
I ntermediate,  Sandy Valley H igh,  Sauder Elementary,  I ntermediate,  Sandy Valley H igh,  Sauder Elementary,  
Strausser Elementary,  St.  Mary School,  TC K napp Strausser Elementary,  St.  Mary School,  TC K napp 
Elementary,  Tuslaw  Elementary,  Tuslaw  H igh,  Tuslaw  Elementary,  Tuslaw  Elementary,  Tuslaw  H igh,  Tuslaw  
Middle,  W atson Elementary,  and W hipple Elementary.Middle,  W atson Elementary,  and W hipple Elementary.       cr

Gaelic  M aj estyGaelic  M aj esty ..       abO veabO ve:  :  
L ou Camerato,  L ou Camerato,  
T im e W ell T im e W ell 
S erv ed,S erv ed,
mix ed media,  mix ed media,  
S tark  C ounty  S tark  C ounty  
A rtists E x hib ition A rtists E x hib ition 

leF tleF t:  :  
C eleb ration C eleb ration 
in A rt in A rt 
receptionreception   br

rI G H trI G H t    
Susan K urtzSusan K urtz

V essel of  a L ov ed V essel of  a L ov ed 
L if e,  L if e,  three-three-

dimensional dimensional 
collage,  sculpture,   collage,  sculpture,   

S tark  C ounty  S tark  C ounty  
A rtists E x hib itionA rtists E x hib ition



Studio M
Studio M is Massillon Museum’ s designated space f or 
celebrating contemporary art in all media.   I n 2 0 2 4 ,  
MassMu presented six  new  ex hibitions,  including a 
student ex hibition.   All of  the artists w ere interv iew ed 
f or the Museum’ s podcast,  M assM usings,  w hich can be 
f ound on the Museum’ s w ebsite and other podcast sites.   

U ntil J anuary 2 6 ,  Studio M displayed ink draw ings and 
watercolor paintings by (lena Masrour�  7he first full�
length ex hibition in 2 0 2 4  f eatured large- scale narrativ e 
paintings by recent K ent State U niv ersity graduate 
Maria McD onald.   H er ex hibition,  I n A nother L if e: A  T ale 
of  L ov e,  L oss,  and L iv ing,  w as on display f rom J anuary 2 7  
through March 1 7 .   N ex t,  Monica J ane F risell and Adam 
Scher presented P ortrait of  U S ,  an ev olv ing audiov isual 
archiv e of  intimate stories told by ordinary people.   
Their Studio M ex hibition included silv er gelatin prints 
and audio recordings of  Stark County residents,  along 
w ith other portraits f rom many communities across the 
country.   P ortrait of  U S  w as held in conj unction w ith P ortrait of  U S  w as held in conj unction w ith P ortrait of  U S

MassMu’ s 2 0 2 4  N EA Big Read.   F rom J une 1  through 
J uly 1 4 ,  Studio M f eatured mix ed media artw ork by 
K atie D av is.   H er ex hibition,  R aw  M aterial,  ex plored 
themes of  f eminism and domesticity.   Emily Bartolone’ s 
ex hibition,  On I ts H ead,  f ollow ed.   I t f eatured paintings 
merging figuration with geometric abstraction�  On I ts 
H ead w as displayed f rom J uly 2 7  through September H ead w as displayed f rom J uly 2 7  through September H ead
8 .   I n T hrough the L ook ing Glass ,  porcelain sculptor 
.imberly Chapman portrayed the lives of fiercely 
independent w omen w ho liv ed on the f ringes of  society.   
The ex hibition included portraits of  circus sideshow  
perf ormers including K ittie Smith,  Myrtle Corbin,  and 
tiger trainer Mabel Stark.   T hrough the L ook ing Glass
w as ex hibited f rom September 2 1  through N ov ember 3 .   
F inally,  tex tile artist Stephen Tornero j oined ceramicist 
G rant Ederer to create the A  Fair T rade,  w hich w as 
on display f rom N ov ember 1 6 ,  2 0 2 4  through J anuary 
5 ,  2 0 2 5 .   The ex hibition show cased dynamic v isual 
and thematic connections initially inspired by trading 
artw orks.    ev

CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERIES Fred F. Silk Community Room Gallery
I n the F red F .  Silk Community Room G allery,  w hich is 
dedicated to collaboration w ith area partners,  2 0 2 4  
began w ith T he A rt and H istory  of  the B lac k  Fam ily : 
T hrough the E y es of  the 2 1st- C entury  A f ric an 
A m eric an C hild .   This aw ard- w inning program and
photography ex hibition by students in Stark,  Summit,  
P ortage,  and Medina counties w as sponsored by The 
K ent Area ( O H )  Chapter of  The L inks,  I ncorporated.  

The nex t ex hibition,  Fam ily  M eans to M e ,  w as part 
of  the Museum’ s N EA Big Read programming.   I t 
f eatured K – 1 2  student artw ork in div erse media f rom 
throughout the region interpreting the theme of  f amily,  
and w as displayed f rom April 6  through J une 9 .   

Then,  the gallery show cased A c c essib le E x p ressions 
Ohio,  an adj udicated,  statew ide ex hibition of art 
by O hio artists w ith disabilities.   O hio artists of  any 
age w ith a disability entered in the youth,  emerging,  
or prof essional categories.   The annual ex hibition,  
presented by Art P ossible O hio,  w as f eatured in the 
gallery f rom J une 2 2  through August 1 8 .   

The Museum collaborated w ith the Massillon P ublic 
L ibrary Vinyl Club to present On the R ec ord,  w hich 
show cased album cov ers belonginng to club members 
and local record collectors and a v intage 1 9 5 0 s 
j ukebox  loaned by P hil Elum.   Mary J ane Corw in,  
Vinyl Club member and MassMu v olunteer,  curated 
the ex hibition.

F inally,  the ex hibition season concluded w ith A rtw ork  
b y  M em b ers of  the B oy s and Girls C lub  of  M assillon
f rom N ov ember 9 ,  2 0 2 4  through J anuary 7 ,  2 0 2 5 .   
This annual ex hibition w as celebrated w ith an aw ards 
ceremony during w hich students w ere recogniz ed by 
their f riends and f amilies.    ev 



The P aul Brow n Museum hosted f our ex hibitions this year.   
K icking the year of f  w ith J erry  K alb ac k ,  D eadb all E ra S eries: 
A n I llustrator’ s P roc ess and M assillon’ s B aseb all P ros: A n 
I nning in H istory  f rom F ebruary 3  to August 4 ,  these ex hibits I nning in H istory  f rom F ebruary 3  to August 4 ,  these ex hibits I nning in H istory
discussed the D eadball era of  Maj or L eague Baseball through 
the lens of  accomplished illustrator J erry K alback ( 1 9 5 0 –
2 0 2 1 ) ,  w hile also highlighting the roles Massillonians hav e 
played throughout the history of  the big leagues.   

August 1 9  saw  the opening of  tw o additional ex hibitions.   
B row n’ s T ow n: A rt I nsp ired b y  Ohio’ s Footb all H eritage ,  a 
j uried art ex hibition,  f eatured f ourteen w orks by elev en artists 

f rom across the state of f ering a contemporary look at the legendary coach’ s impact throughout O hio and on the 
sport itself .  O ther themes included the Massillon Tigers,  O hio State Buckeye f ootball,  the Clev eland Brow ns,  
the Cincinnati Bengals,  Miami U niv ersity— O x f ord/ Cradle of  Coaches,  the Massillon Tiger F ootball Booster 
Club/ commitment to community,  early prof essional f ootball in N ortheast O hio,  P aul Brow n Tiger Stadium,  the 
Massillon Tiger Sw ing Band,  the Massillon/ Canton McK inley Riv alry,  and P aul Brow n’ s coaching tree.   The 
ex hibit concluded on J anuary 6 ,  2 0 2 5 .   O pening alongside B row n’ s T ow n,  w as 90 Y ears of  C om m unity : T he 
M assillon T iger Footb all B ooster C lub .   ,t honors the first nine decades of the organi]ation’s support and proMects 
that hav e contributed to a w inning f ootball program.  90 Y ears of  C om m unity  w ill be displayed through J uly 6 ,  2 0 2 5 .  90 Y ears of  C om m unity  w ill be displayed through J uly 6 ,  2 0 2 5 .  90 Y ears of  C om m unity

The end panel of  The P aul Brow n and Massillon Tigers H istory Timeline has been updated to include the last 
f our years of  ev ents,  including N ate Moore’ s breaking P aul Brow n’ s all- time w in record and the unv eiling of  the 
O bie statue at F irst Street and L incoln W ay East.   N ew ly f eatured on the timeline is a Massillon Tiger Sw ing 
%and recording, which will be featured in a forthcoming 6ammy 1estico documentary film�   lc   

PAUL BROWN 
MUSEUM 
EXHIBITIONS

SECOND-FLOOR GALLERIES
Photography Gallery Exhibitions
P rec arious L egac ies: E x p osures of  a Fleeting 
L andsc ap e opened in 2 0 2 3  and remained on v iew  
through -uly �����  7he e[hibition, featuring fine art 
photography f rom the Museum’ s permanent collection,  
f ocused on env ironmental preserv ation through 
images by Ansel Adams and N ell D orr.   Some of  the 
D orr images had nev er been ex hibited at MassMu 
prev iously.   The ex hibition show cased the natural 
landscape’ s beauty to initiate dialogue about climate 
change and w hat actions can be taken to ensure the 
scenery pictured w ithin the photos is preserv ed.

F ollow ing P rec arious L egac ies w as an ex hibition 
f eaturing the Museum’ s collection of  thirty black and 
w hite,  gelatin silv er prints created by Aaron Siskind 
( 1 9 0 3 – 1 9 9 1 ) .   F rom O ctober 2 2  until spring 2 0 2 5 ,
A aron S isk ind: A  S urv ey  of  L if e in H arlem  during the 
Great D ep ression is on view in the second�Àoor 
photography gallery.   Siskind,  w ho made enormous 
contributions to the history and dev elopment of  
modern photography,  created the H arlem  D oc um ent
to prov ide an intimate glimpse into the social 
env ironment and w idespread economic hardships 
that af f ected N ew  Y ork City’ s H arlem neighborhood 
as w ell as Americans across the nation.   Richard 
and Susan G essner donated the collection,  helping 
enhance one of  MassMu’ s main collecting areas.    aN c

A n I llustrator’ s P roc ess

August 1 9  saw  the opening of  tw o additional ex hibitions.   

j uried art ex hibition,  f eatured f ourteen w orks by elev en artists 

F ar leF t:   Maria McD onald at the opening reception f or her 
Studio M student ex hibition, I n A nother L if e: A  T ale of  L ov e,  
L oss,  and L iv ing,  on J anuary 2 7 ,  2 0 2 4    ev

leF t:   The On the R ec ord ex hibition in the F red F .  Silk On the R ec ord ex hibition in the F red F .  Silk On the R ec ord
Community Room G allery ( August 3 1  through O ctober 2 7 ,  
2 0 2 4 )  included v intage album cov ers and a 1 9 5 0 s j uke box .   ev

tH I s P aG e:   D iane P riboj an,  P ortrait of  P aul B row n,  acrylic on 
panel,  2 0 2 4 ,  B row n’ s T ow n: A rt I nsp ired b y  Ohio’ s Footb all 
H eritage ex hibition ( August 2 1 ,  2 0 2 4  through J anuary 6 ,  2 0 2 5 )



A rt E ducator of the Y ear
The Massillon Museum partnered w ith the Canton 
Museum of Art to present the fifth annual Art (ducator 
of  the Y ear Aw ard in 2 0 2 4 .   N ominees w ere licensed 
art educators in a K – 1 2  public,  priv ate,  or parochial 
classroom setting located in the region serv ed by 
the Stark County Educational Serv ice Center.  

(ach finalist for the ���� Art (ducator of the <ear 
Aw ard submitted tw o artw orks created either by 
themselv es or their students f or the A rt E duc ator of  
the Y ear A w ard Finalists E x hib ition.   O ne artw ork 
representing each finalist was displayed in the 
Museum’ s L ow er L ev el L obby f rom March 1 5  through 
March 3 0 .   The Canton Museum of  Art displayed a 
complementary ex hibition of  artw ork created by 
finalists or their students during the same time�

7he five finalists were recogni]ed during a Moint 
ceremony on March 2 3  w ith the Canton Museum 
of  Art and Canton Symphony O rchestra,  w hich 
presents the Music Educator of  the Y ear Aw ard:
   Brian Robinson,  Tuslaw  L ocal Schools
   J ill Balderson,  P lain L ocal Schools
   Macy McAdams,  Massillon City Schools
   Matthew  J .  F errell,  Massillon City Schools
   Sara Snyder,  N orth Canton City Schools

Congratulations to Sara Snyder,  v isual art teacher at 
N orth Canton I ntermediate School in N orth Canton 
City Schools,  w ho w as named the 2 0 2 4  Art Educator 
of  the Y ear.    cr

H eart G allery
The H eart Gallery ,  organiz ed by Stark County J ob 
and F amily Serv ices,  w as ex hibited in the Massillon 
Museum’ s L ow er L ev el L obby f rom J anuary 9  to 
F ebruary 1 1 , 2 0 2 4 .  The H eart Gallery pairs local 
artists w ith children w aiting to be adopted f rom f oster 
care. L ast year’ s portraits f eatured tw elv e youth 
portrayed by nine artists.   They included:  Abagail,  
by Alaska Thompson;  Ahna,  by Madison Miller;  
Alex ander and J aramiah,  by K at F rancis:  Brendon,  
by Alex a P olinori;  Coltyn,  by K aley W eav er;  H ayli,  by 
D av id Sherrill;  I saac,  by H eather Bullach;  J ennif er 
and J amespeter,  by Tim Carmany;  K ylie,  by W illiam 
K eomany;  and L ex ianna,  by Alaska Thompson.    aN c

LOWER LEVEL LOBBY EXHIBITIONS

aB O V E :  Studio M artist K atie D av is poses w ith her mix ed 
media installation.   Visitors enj oying her ex hibition,  

R aw  M aterial,  w ere also inv ited to sit.    ev

R I G H T :R I G H T :R I G H T
H eather Bullach,  I saac ,  2 0 2 4 ,  H eart Gallery



abO ve:   I n an authenttic Civ il W ar unif orm,  F rederick Smith 
attended K elly Mez urek’ s F ebruary Brow n Bag L unch 
program about Af rican Americans w ho serv ed in the U nion 
Army during the American Civ il W ar,  the subj ect of  her book,
For T heir Ow n C ause.    mv

rI G H t:   L ocal historians Rudy Turkal and Margy Vogt 
stumped N ov ember H istory D iscussion G roup attendees 
w ith Massillon history q uestions,  rew arding answ ers w ith 
“ f abulous priz es. ”    mas

H istory D iscussion G roup
Chris Craf t and Mandy Altimus Stahl moderated tw elv e 
Museum H istory D iscussion G roup sessions in 2 0 2 4 .   
I nitiated in 1 9 9 5 ,  the conv ersation continues to be a 
popular time to reminisce and renew  f riendships.   The 
topic v aries monthly.   Attendance is f ree and open to 
ev eryone w ith no reserv ations req ured.

The 2 0 2 4  discussions included old cars,  dealerships,  
and gas stations;  f av orite childhood toys;  retail 
establishments;  the f amily dinner table;  parades;  
local attractions and one- day trips;  Massillon and 
Stark County restaurants;  back to school;  f all songs 
to remember;  and f amous or colorf ul relativ es.   The 
N ov ember program is traditionally Tigertow n Triv ia,  
and D ecember is alw ays show - and- tell time.    mv

B row n B ag  L unches
D oug Bort introduced the 2 0 2 4  Brow n Bag L unch 
series by intriguing the audience w ith “ F akes and 
F orgeries:  D iscov er H ow  an Art D etectiv e U nrav els 
the Truth. ”   I n F ebruary,  K elly D .  Mez urek,  P h. D  
presented “ Black Men in Blue:  The Civ il W ar,  O hioans,  
and the U nited States Colored Troops. ”   The March 
topic— ” The H istory of  the L adies of  the G rand Army 
of  the Republic” — celebrated W omen’ s H istory Month.  
W illis G ordon presented “ A L egacy of  P rogress”  
in April.   Richard H aldi talked about “ The 1 3 0 th 
Anniv ersary of  Cox ey’ s March. ”   D av id D ingw ell 
displayed stunning nighttime photography— “ Beauty 
in O ur O w n Backyard. ”   To complement MassMu’ s 
summer ex hibition,  P atricia Edmonson presented 
“ F ashion af ter D ark:  H ow  G aslight and Early 
Electricity I lluminated the G ilded Age. ”   N ick 
D iamont’ s program, ” Stark Record and Tape Serv ice 
( My L if e in Camelot) , ”  prev iew ed the F red F .  Silk 
Community Room G allery ex hibition,  On the R ec ord.   
Scott Ryan and Becca Moore tag- teamed a talk about 
their f ootball book,  M assillon A gainst the W orld.   Ally 
Carlson capped the 2 0 2 4  series in O ctober w ith 
“ McK inley Monument:  A Tribute to a F allen P resident. ”  

F ree Brow n Bag L unches meet the f ourth Tuesday 
of  the month,  J anuary through O ctober.   MassMu 
prov ides complimentary cof f ee and cookies.   N o 
reserv ations are req uired.    mv

BROWN BAG LUNCHES AND HISTORY DISCUSSION GROUP



E ducation and O utreach
MassMu staf f  interacted w ith more than 8 5 , 0 0 0  
children and adults in Stark County and beyond 
through virtual and in�person field trips and tours, 
classes,  w orkshops,  and outreach programs in 
2 0 2 4 .   Community members of  all ages enj oyed a 
v ariety of  programs,  f rom yoga and draw ing classes 
to w riting circles and ceramics w orkshops.   W e 
interacted w ith people throughout N ortheast O hio at 
ev ents including resource f airs,  F un F est,  community 
open houses,  and F irst F ridays in the D ow ntow n 
Canton Arts D istrict.

At D o the Mu,  a f ree,  f amily- f riendly art activ ity on 
the first 6aturday of each month, attendees created 
dream catchers,  craf t bugs,  w ov en paper baskets,  
neurographic draw ings,  G ee’ s Bend- inspired collages,  
f rog puppets,  pen and ink draw ings,  paper dolls,  
coffee filter candy corn crafts, ]ombie makeup, 
gratitude Àags, and screen prints� 

Massillon Museum w orks to prov ide accessible 
educational programs to all community members in 
Massillon and Stark County and to engage in a w ide 
range of  ev ents in our region.    cr

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

rI G H t:   Education and O utreach Assistant Caylan 
Rentsch led art activ ities f or children at the city’ s 

F all into W ellness ev ent at D uncan P laz a.    slt

The original ex hibition,  Fam ily  M eans to M e,  in the F red 
F .  Silk Community Room G allery f rom April 6  through 
J une 9 ,  f eatured artw ork f rom students in kindergarten 
through tw elf th grade in N ortheast O hio.   The Museum 
inv ited current priv ate,  parochial,  and homeschool 
students to submit their original artw ork inspired by 
w hat f amily means to them.  

Monica J ane F risell and Adam Scher ex hibited P ortrait 
of  U S  in the Studio M G allery f rom April 6  through May of  U S  in the Studio M G allery f rom April 6  through May of  U S
1 9 ,  also accenting the Big Read.   P ortrait of  U S is an 
ev olv ing audiov isual archiv e of  intimate stories told 
by ordinary people.   The artists create the audiov isual 
portraits in their N omadic P hoto Ark,  a roaming black 
and w hite darkroom and art studio,  as they w eav e their 
w ay across the U nited States.   F risell and Scher v isited 
Massillon w ith the N omadic P hoto Ark f rom September 
2 5  through O ctober 6 ,  2 0 2 3 .  Their Studio M ex hibition 
included audiov isual portraits of  Stark County residents 
w hom they interv iew ed,  along w ith other portraits f rom 
the proj ect.   

MassMu hosted author Y aa G yasi as the liv e v irtual 
keynote speaker on May 2 .   G yasi also spoke w ith 
H onors English students at the Museum during a 
q uestion- and- answ er session earlier that day.   More 
than one hundred W ashington H igh School students 
read her w ork in their English classes.   Y ounger 
students read complementary titles as part of  the 
L ittle Read sponsored by O ne Tiger,  I nc.  and Rotary 
Club of  Massillon.    cr

N E A  B ig  R ead
The Massillon Museum w as honored to receiv e the 
N EA Big Read grant f or the sev enteenth consecutiv e 
year.   The community read H om egoing by author 
<aa *yasi, a historical fiction novel�  7he Massillon 
Museum and Massillon P ublic L ibrary partnered w ith 
community organiz ations,  schools,  and businesses,  
including Massillon City Schools,  L ions L incoln Theatre,  
Massillon Community Arts Council,  Strauss Studios,  
Soroptimist I nternational of  Canton/ Stark County,  
P BS W estern Reserv e,  Stark County D istrict L ibrary,  
BeY outif ul W eirdo,  and W omen’ s I mpact,  to host 
in- person and v irtual programming related to G yasi’ s 
book.   P eople of  all ages participated in programs 
such as book discussions,  a sit- and- sketch w ith 
Massillon Community Arts Council,  O ne- Act P lays,  
an artist panel, and two film screenings�

The Museum’ s complementary ex hibition,  H om e A gain: 
T he E m b odim ent of  A f ric an through A rt and Fab ric ,  
guest- curated by D r.  Tameka Ellington,  in the Main 
G allery w as a highlight of  the Big Read.    cr



A rtful L iving  and L earning
F our times a w eek f rom O ctober through April,  Artf ul 
L iv ing and L earning ( AL L )  teaching artists prov ide arts 
lessons to 3 , 0 0 0  preschool children in nineteen school 
districts in Stark,  Tuscaraw as,  and Carroll counties,  as 
w ell as the three Stark County H ead Start sites.  

AL L  w as designed and dev eloped through the 
Massillon Museum beginning in 2 0 0 6 .   The program 
is now  operated through the Stark County Educational 
Serv ice Center.   F unding f or the preschool arts classes 
is prov ided by the indiv idual school districts.   More 
than ��,��� children have benefited from the program 
throughout its history.   AL L  classes are designed to 
meet early learning standards,  stimulate creativ ity,  
and improv e academic achiev ement.

Massillon Museum maintains tw o seats on the 
program’ s adv isory board and is presently hosting an 
intergenerational class that brings together preschool 
children f rom Massillon City Schools w ith senior 
citiz ens f rom the D anbury Senior L iv ing Center.   The 
children and seniors dev elop relationships among one 
another and grow  in an understanding of  needs and 
characteristics of  the dif f erent generations.    cc

A rtful L iving  and L earning  
Interg enerational P rog ram
The Massillon Museum w as thrilled to 
continue the I ntergenerational P rogram in 
partnership w ith Artf ul L iv ing and L earning 
( AL L ) ,  Massillon City Schools,  and D anbury 
Senior L iv ing of  Massillon.   F unded by an 
Arts P artnership grant f rom the O hio Arts 
Council,  the program inv ites Massillon 
preschool students and their parents and 
guardians to interact w ith senior residents 
f rom D anbury w hile participating in a 
dance/ mov ement lesson led by an AL L  
teaching artist�  7he first year of the 
program concluded in April 2 0 2 4 ,  and the 
second year began in O ctober 2 0 2 4 .    cr

abO veabO ve:   The Artf ul L iv ing and 
L earning I ntergenerational L earning I ntergenerational 
P rogram enriches the liv es P rogram enriches the liv es 
of  participating seniors and of  participating seniors and 
preschoolers.preschoolers.   cr

F arF ar leF t:   Rev .  L eCounte 
N edab I I I  of  St.  J ames AME N edab I I I  of  St.  J ames AME 
Z ion Church w as the master Z ion Church w as the master 
of  ceremonies at Massillon’ s of  ceremonies at Massillon’ s 
Black H istory P rogram in Black H istory P rogram in 
F ebruary 2 0 2 4 .F ebruary 2 0 2 4 .   br

leF tleF t:   The Massillon Museum 
co- sponsors the annual F un co- sponsors the annual F un 
F est,  w hich of f ers a w ide F est,  w hich of f ers a w ide 
array of  f ree educational,  array of  f ree educational,  
entertaining,  and health-entertaining,  and health-
related activ ities and related activ ities and 
inf ormation f or all ages.inf ormation f or all ages.   mv



SPECIAL EVENTS 
Rhythms
MassMu’ s Rhythms series hosted three separate concerts during the year:  Rev erend Robert J ones Sr.  in April;  
D on D ix on in September;  and Blue H our and Bethany J oy in N ov ember.  

Island Party
Carlos J ones+ headlined the Massillon Museum’ s annual I sland P arty on J uly 1 2 ,  2 0 2 4 .   This year,  f ood trucks 
provided island�themed meals and beverages�  7hough a significant change, it allowed the Museum to e[tend 
partnerships w ith local businesses and of f ered v ariety to guests.  

Fun Fest
O n Saturday,  August 1 0 ,  more than one hundred participating organiz ations transf ormed dow ntow n Massillon 
into a resource f air,  educational and amusement park,  perf ormance v enue,  and more.   H undreds of  guests 
e[plored fourteen trucks and vehicles in the municipal lot, from the /ibrary’s bookmobile to a fire truck�  Churches, 
nonprofits, arts organi]ations, and businesses distributed literature and fun takeaways�  Costumed characters, 
stilt w alkers,  magicians,  and dancers enliv ened D uncan P laz a and adj acent areas,  f rom the municipal parking lot 
to the Museum.   P erf ormances by the Tiger Sw ing Band and an I rish Step D ance group w ere j ust tw o of  sev eral 
acts to take the stage.   O rganiz ed by the D ow ntow n Massillon Association,  Massillon Museum,  and MCTV,  I nc. ,  
F un F est is accessible to all ages and has been a community tradition f or nearly thirty years.   W e thank a host 
of  sponsors and participants f or making the f estiv ities possible.   

Tiger-Striped Ice Cream Night
O n Monday,  August 1 9 ,  the Massillon Museum helped celebrate the beginning of  the 2 0 2 4  Tiger f ootball season 
by serv ing nearly 5 0 0  f ree orange- and- black ice cream cones f ollow ing the Tiger K ickof f  P ep Rally at D uncan 
P laz a.  Tiger- Striped I ce Cream N ight,  co- hosted by the Massillon Tiger F ootball Booster Club and the Massillon 
Museum,  has become a Massillon’ s f ootball tradition.  Tw o new  P aul Brow n Museum ex hibitions— B row n’ s T ow n,  
and 90 Y ears of  C om m unity — opened concurrently w ith the special ev ent.90 Y ears of  C om m unity — opened concurrently w ith the special ev ent.90 Y ears of  C om m unity

An Evening with Carrie Coon
To complement the Gilding Northeast Ohio: Fashion and Fortune 1870–1900 ex hibition,  H BO ’ s T he Gilded A ge
actress Carrie Coon toured the gallery w ith guest curator Brian Centrone and posed f or photogaphs w ith each 
guest at a VI P  ev ent on September 7 .

Member’s Holiday Open House
At the annual Members’  H oliday O pen H ouse on D ecember 7 ,  members enj oyed delicious f ood f rom D ishes by 
D esign,  a Canton Symphony O rchestra trio perf orming music f rom Tchaikov sky’ s Nutc rac k er,  and a f un photo Nutc rac k er,  and a f un photo Nutc rac k er
opportunity with a donated five�foot nutcracker�   aP  &  aN c

tO P :   The annual I sland P arty is f un f or all ages!    br

abO ve:   Carrie Coon,  star of  H BO ’ s T he Gilded A ge,  and Brian 
Centrone,  guest curator of  MassMu’ s Gilding Northeast Ohio
ex hibition,  shared a laugh at An Ev ening w ith Carrie Coon at 
the Massillon Museum.    br



W ork ing  w ith O ur C ommunity
MassMu,  as the cultural hub of  the community,  
participated and complemented many dow ntow n ev ents.   

The education department prov ided special 
activ ities during the 7 2 0  Market and F un F est ( w hich 
is co- sponsored by MassMu) .

As alw ays,  w e hosted Tiger- Striped I ce Cream N ight in 
conj unction w ith the D ow ntow n Massillon Association’ s 
annual Tiger F ootball K ickof f  Rally,  then the Museum 
ex tended its hours to w elcome Tiger f ans bef ore the 
Beat McK inley parade in O ctober.   

Board member D av id Schultz ,  accompanied by Tom 
Midgley,  drov e his antiq ue L incoln automobile,  w hile 
staf f  and v olunteers w alked Massillon’ s H oliday 
P arade route handing out candy.   MassMu w elcomed 
f amilies f or a holiday craf t during the city’ s light- up 
celebration f ollow ing the parade.

G essner H all is the perf ect place each D ecember f or 
the official refreshment and warming station for the 
Community Candlelight W alk.   This year more than 
8 0 0  w alkers enj oyed a f estiv e break at MassMu.    aN c

P oetry O ut L oud
The Massillon Museum w rapped up its second year 
as the O hio Arts Council’ s N ortheast O hio regional 
partner and q uickly began w orking on year three.   A 
partnership of  the N ational Endow ment f or the Arts,  
P oetry F oundation,  and state and j urisdictional arts 
agencies,  P oetry O ut L oud ( P O L )  is a national arts 
education program that encourages the study of  great 
poetry by of f ering f ree educational materials and a 
dynamic recitation competition to high school students 
across the country.  

Tamia Christian f rom Clev eland H eights H igh School 
w as named 2 0 2 3 – 2 4  N ortheast O hio P O L  Regional 
6emifinalist�  6he competed at the 6tate )inals in 
Columbus on F ebruary 9 ,  2 0 2 4 .  

7he 1ortheast 2hio 5egional 6emifinals for ����±�� 
w ere held at the Museum on N ov ember 1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 .   
D allas K ohl f rom Aurora H igh School w as named 
1ortheast 2hio 32/ 5egional 6emifinalist�  MassMu 
P oetry O ut L oud Coordinator Mary Ruth K amp helped 
him prepare for the state finals�  /earn more about the 
P oetry O ut L oud program at w w w . MassillonMuseum.
org/ P oetry- O ut- L oud.    cr,  mrK  &  aN c

COMMUNITY 
COLLABORATIONS

rI G H t:   Erie Street Vinyl w as one of  the businesses that 
participated in MassMu’ s tree decorating proj ect.    aP

F ar rI G H t:   D allas K ohl w on the P oetry O ut L oud 
semifinal competition at the Massillon Museum�   br

Tree D ecorating
F ourteen local businesses decorated and displayed 
holiday trees in the Massillon Museum’ s lobby 
throughout the f estiv e season.   Among them w ere 
the Bailey P latek G roup- Cutler Real Estate;  Blue N ile 
D ental Studio;  D anbury Senior L iv ing;  Erie Street 
Vinyl;  H ow ard H anna Real Estate Serv ices;  L uv ih 
Y oga Studio;  Massillon City Schools;  Massillon P ublic 
L ibrary;  Massillon W estStark Chamber of  Commerce;  
O ld Carolina Barbecue Co. ;  P aradigm Shif t Brew ing,  
L L C;  Rohr’ s W ine Room;  Shearer’ s;  and Tremont 
Cof f ee.   Each business show cased its charm through 
f un and bright decorations.    aP



FACILITIES REPORT
Tw o new  roof top H VAC units w ere installed to serv e the 
1 9 3 1  building,  w hich replaced H VAC units originally 
installed in 1 9 9 5 ,  w hen the Museum began renov ations 
of  that portion of  the building.   This w as f unded in part 
by an O hio F acilities Construction Commission grant 
( $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) .   F ire saf ety systems across the 1 9 3 1  and 
2 0 1 8  ex pansion w ere j oined together,  f unded in part 
by an O hio  F acilities Construction Commission grant 
( $ 6 8 , 0 0 0 ) .   Additional security cameras hav e been 
installed.   The classrooms are being renov ated and 
are proj ected to be open this spring.    rr

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteer help w as inv aluable throughout the year,  
especially w ith the Gilding Northeast Ohio: Fashion 
and Fortune 1870–1900 ex hibition.   F rom research and Fortune 1870–1900 ex hibition.   F rom research and Fortune 1870–1900
to dressing manneq uins to mailing postcards,  our 
v olunteers poured more than 1 , 6 0 0  combined hours 
of  help into the Museum.   L ongtime v olunteer,  J ean 
Mummertz ,  celebrated her 9 0 th birthday as she 
serv ed cookies at O ctober’ s Brow n Bag L unch.   
To v olunteer,  contact Alex a P olinori,  ev ents and 
v olunteer coordinator,  at 3 3 0 . 8 3 3 . 4 0 6 1  x  1 0 2  or 
apolinori@ massillonmuseum. org.   aP

RENTAL OPPORTUNITIES
Consider the Massillon Museum as host f or your nex t 
meeting or ev ent as a w ay to introduce f riends and 
f amily to this organiz ation,  and to hav e the galleries 
at your disposal f or special ambiance and built- in 
entertainment.   To learn more,  contact Alex a P olinori,  
ev ents and v olunteer coordinator at 3 3 0 . 8 3 3 . 4 0 6 1  
x  1 0 2  or apolinori@ massillonmuseum. org.   aP

Scott U rban is designing custom cabinetry and w ork spaces 
f or the colorf ul classroom renov ations generously f unded by 
N an Ream.    mv

Volunteer
J ean Mummertz   
( lef t)  celebrated 

her 9 0 th birthday 
by serv ing 

Brow n Bag L unch 
cookies— as 

alw ays— w ith 
f ellow  v olunteer 

K athy 
Malinow ski.   

mas

ACCESSIBILITY
D edicated to inclusiv ity,  the dynamic accessibility 
committee channels its passion and ex pertise into 
improv ing the Museum.   Committed to ensuring that 
ev eryone f eels w elcome and accommodated 
regardless of  abilities,  the committee is diligently 
w orking to craf t a Sensory Room that caters to a 
div erse range of  sensory needs.   W ith meticulous 
attention to detail,  they hav e selected soothing 
tex tures,  calming colors,  and innov ativ e sensory 
eq uipment to prov ide a comf ortable hav en f or indiv iduals 
w ith v arying sensitiv ities.   The committee also of f ers 
a 3 D  tour of  the Museum including gallery,  ev ent,  and 
educational spaces.   This year,  members attended the 
inaugural Accessible O hio Conf erence presented by 
O pportunities f or O hioans w ith D isabilities.  

The committee seeks input f rom the community,  
embracing div erse perspectiv es to make the space 
genuinely inclusiv e.   Through its unw av ering 
dedication,  this accessibility committee is not merely 
maintaining a Sensory Room;  it is constantly bettering 
a symbol of  empow erment,  w here ev eryone can 
ex perience a sense of  belonging and comf ort in 
a w orld designed f or all.    cr &  br



OHREGIONALITIES
The Museum shop,  O H regionalities,  striv es to celebrate local artists and small 
businesses�  Here, you’ll find uniTue items like handmade ceramics� an array of 
candy from a local chocolatier� a wide variety of art that reÀects the area’s creative 
spirit;  and books related to local history,  f ootball,  and ex hibitions.   Shop Coordinator 
Maya D emchak f osters relationships w ith local artists through consignment.   I n 2 0 2 4 ,  
the Museum proudly f eatured artw ork and handmade goods f rom more than tw enty 
different artists and carried goods from five different locally owned businesses�  mD

MassMu representativ es— Alex andra N icholis Coon,  Scot P hillips,  and K athryne 
Applegate— trav eled to Amsterdam,  The N etherlands,  f or the opening f or the 
opening of  M onik er: T he Origins,  an ex hibition organiz ed by Tina Z iegler f rom the 
Moniker F oundation at the STRAAT Museum.   I t f eatured artif acts and artw ork f rom 
MassMu’ s permanent collection that appeared in the original ex hibition,  M onik er: 
I dentity  L ost and Found,  at the Massillon Museum in 2 0 1 8 .   The Amsterdam 
ex hibition serv ed in part as a memorial ex hibition to buZ  blurr,  a f ather of  the 
modern moniker tradition.   bsP

abO ve:   P ottery pieces by Suz i N olt- Banks in O H regionalities   mD

belO W :   O H regionalities stocks uniq ue books and gif ts f or all ages.   br

abO ve:   MassMu representativ es Scot P hillips and Alex andra N icholis Coon ( lef t) ;  
f our Moniker F oundation and STRAAT Museum staf f ;  and K athryne Applegate,  
f ormerly of  MassMu,  in the M onik er: T he Origins ex hibition 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS



T he 2 02 4  M assM u M em b ership  
c am p aign ac hiev ed b oth of  its goals f or 
the y ear.   T hrough the hard w ork  of  our 
c am p aign v olunteers,  M useum  b oard 
and staf f ,  M assM u raised $ 75 , 03 6 . 00 
in m em b ership  dollars and c onc luded 
the y ear w ith 86 5  m em b ers.   T his w as 
a return to our m em b ership  grow th b oth 
in m em b ers and dollars raised.   T his 
is officially the most members that the 
M useum  has had in its rec ent history .

T he c am p aign itself  inc luded m em b er 
w ork shop s and w eek ly  m em b ership  
p erk s f or renew ing or signing up  f or 
m em b ership .   W e also estab lished 
som e new  c orp orate sup p orters and 
rec onnec ted w ith others w e had 
relationship s w ith in the p ast.   W e 
look  f orw ard to f ostering these new  
relationship s w hile c ontinuing to 
c eleb rate our c urrent sup p orters.  
P lease w atc h f or m ore m em b er 
ev ents and p erk s in the near f uture!     
bsP

James & Eliza Duncan Society
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert G essner
J udi &  Michael K rew
Ronald &  J ane Sibila
Amy W hitehouse
Benj amin Y oung
 
Director’s Circle
Mary Ann,  Richard,  Tyler
   &  Caroline L utz
L arry &  Eliz abeth McAllister
J acq ueline McL ain
G regg &  Mary McMunn
N an Ream
D av id &  Barb Schumacher
Thom &  Vicki Voshall

Benefactors
G ary &  Sherie Brow n
J eb &  Susan Bucher
Tim &  Margaret Cocklin
Carolyn D av id
L inda D eVore
Susan G essner
G ary &  Carole H arw ood
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J ames L aursen
K en Robinson
Ted &  Marilyn Stults
J oe W .  Trotter

Sustaining Members
Emil Alecusan
J im &  Candy Barkan
Andrew  Byler
L aura J ean Conw ay
Chris &  Marcia Craf t
Bev  D enholm
P hillip &  N atalie Elum
Eddie &  Margaret Elum
K ay &  G ary F eagles
D onna G ilhousen

D av e &  L aura G rabow sky
Cheryl H amilton
Mark &  Enita H out
Shane J ackson
Rick &  K athy K ettler
K atie L eitch
J ennif er &  Craig Maurer
D ennis Morgan
J oe &  Charlene P aq uelet
Vince &  L orie P edro
Mary Ann &  Russell P oling
B.  L ouis P oppov ich
Mr.  &  Mrs.  D av id W .  Schultz
Marcia Short
J im &  D onna Sniv ely
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J ohn Sniv ely
J ames Sparks &  O liv er Bow cock
Barb &  Michael Sylv ester
Bob &  N ancy Thatcher
J ames W ertz
G ail W etherell- Sack &  P aul Sack
L aMar &  K aren W yse
 
Contributing Members
Barb Abbott
J ames Alex ander
Mandy,  Bryan &  D onov an Stahl
P am &  Rick Artz ner
N ikki &  Anthony Bahler
D r.  Michael &  Terry Barat
D iana Belden
D iane Boslett
Suz anne &  Troy Bradshaw
J ef f ery &  L ori Bricker
J im &  Sally Bryan
D ebbie Busby
Sydney Campanaro
Russell &  L uana Carpenter
Margaret Carstens
J oshua &  Alex andra Coon

D iane Crof ut
J udith A.  Crone
Annette Cryder
J acq ueline D eBose
F red D eG ordon &  
   Elaine Barcz yk
Maggie D enman
Shaun &  J eanna D oherty
J oanne D omer
Thomas &  Betsy D ouce
Sandra &  J ohn D ougherty
K atherine &  Mike D uplay
G eorge Elum
D onald &  Marguerite Engelhardt
Michelle &  D av id Ertle
G lenda Erv in
H arriett Ev ans
Mr.  Scott Alan Ev ans
Trace &  Mary- Margaret Ev ans
Carol Eyster
Mona &  Terry F air
J ean F erguson
K athy F ernandez
Tom &  J ayne F errero
L arry &  J oan F inef rock
G ary G ale
L eslie G raham
Barbara &  H arold G reathouse
K athleen H ickey G reen
G ene &  Christina H aas
K ari H ansbarger
Rob &  Alice H ansbarger
Marta H ansson &  D av id Cronin
Susan H arding
Ed &  N ancy H are
N ancy H armelink
J ohn &  Elaine H arris
Bonnie &  J ohn H auser
P ete H eimann
Carrie H erman

Ann H essman
N eal H odgkiss
J ill &  Randy H utsell
Michael &  L inda J ames
J udy &  K elv in J ones
Alyssa,  Alex andria,  G abriel
   &  Thomas J udge
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W illiam K apper
N ancy K err
J en &  J onathan K essel
L J  &  Rick K imble
P atty &  Rick K obelt
J ohn L .  K urtz man
D r.  W illiam L ambert J r.  
   &  J ennie L ambert
1ancy /efÀer
.im 	 'avid /efÀer -r�
P aul &  Mary Ann L epp
Mrs.  W endy L ittle
Shirley L ockshin
J im &  Mary L ogue
Bev erly L utz
N ancy MacCartney
Martha MacL achlan
Ed &  L ouise Mahoney
K athy &  Bill Malinow ski
Andrew  Marcelli
Bob &  Chris Marks
J oe &  G ail Martino
G ary &  P amela Martz olf
Betty Matecheck
Stev e McL ain
Tom &  Carol Meldrum
Trisha Merchant
Carol Messenger
Emil E.  Miller J r.
Charles Mintz
Allan and D onna Moore
Sylv ester Morgan
Bobbie &  J ohn Muhlbach

2024 
MUSEUM MEMBERS



J ean Mummertz
Edw ard &  Tamara Murray
D av id Myers
Clarice N elson
G eorge &  K aitlin N icholis
Barbara P aulus
H eather L .  P ennington
Anthony P erry &  
   K atherine Cataz aro- P erry
The P hillips F amily
Robert &  P eggy P hillips
N ate &  G loria P ope
Ron &  Mary P ribich
Eliz abeth P ruitt &  
   K ev in L ahm
D av id &  L inda Rankl
Ms.  D eborah Redmond
Richardson F amily
J ack &  Cheryl Robinson
Andrea Scassa,  Stev e 
   Rastetter &  F amily
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas Seesan
J im &  Sue Seif ert
L inda &  P aul Shanor
J ef f rey L .  &  K atherine M.
   Shultz
D aniel Sibila
J udith Singer
Benj amin Slagle
Stev e &  D aw n Slagle
Stephanie Span &  
   Rick Rohrer
D aw n Spriggs
P atricia Starr
Miletsa Stergios
D av id &  J ill Strodtbeck
J oyce Sutherland
D aniel Sw artz
Ron &  Tig Sw artz
Barbara L .  Thomas

H elen Tissot
Amy &  Michael Tomas
Rudy &  Bobbie Turkal
L isa Turkalj - P ainter
Chuck &  J anice U tterback
The Vigil F amily
D r.  &  Mrs.  G eorge W .
   Vogelgesang
Stephen Vogt
J oel &  Margy Vogt
Anne &  Tim W adian
H arold W eatherbee
Cheryl &  Bob W entz el
D an &  J ane W ickerham
Robert K .  &  L isa E.  Y und

Family
Valerie &  D aniel Ackerman
Tom &  N ancy Adley
Christine Af f olter
J ason Aikens
Altimus F amily
D av e &  Cathy Ammond
L isa Artimez
W illiam &  Marilyn Austin
D ennis &  D ebbie Bachtel
K athy Balan &  
   Stan Rosenblatt
D r.  G aw aine &  Susan Banks
W illiam Barron
Rev .  G eorge Baum
K alie &  Tristan Beck
'iane %elfiglio
Todd Bergert
P aul &  Cindy Biel
K ari Binion
P am &  Rich Blaha
Vicki Boatright 
N ancy Boing
J ay &  L aurie Bomz e

J im &  D onna Bow er
Robert Braholli
Angela Brogan
J ef f rey Brow n &  
   Brittany L ourie
Bo Brush
Christine Bucholtz
Michael &  Bonnie Burns
L ynne Bury
Mr.  &  Mrs.  G ary Busby
G ust &  Elaine Callitsis
Melanie &  Rick Capuano
Allyson &  J oseph Carlson
P atty &  Mary Carmola
Becky Carpenter
Richard &  D aryl Chaney
L inda Chen
J oyce Chism
Becky Chov an
Carla Collmar
Rich &  N ancy Conv erse
Therese &  Bob Cook
K athleen &  Bill Couch
Eric &  J essica Craf t
K aren &  G len Crites
N orw ada Croskey
J ordan Culbertson
J ulian Curet
L arry Cutting
Brian D aniska
K aty &  Matt D anner
J illian D ecker
J udith &  J ane D eG reef
J on &  L eanne D eitz
Maya D emchak
Chris &  Alicia D ew ald
J ulie &  Bill D ew ald
N ick D iamant
L atoya D ickens- J ones
D av id &  G ina D ingw ell

Marv a L .  D odson
Ryan D ominick
Regina D onov an
L ibby &  Trav is D oss
D ouglas D ow d
Tom &  Cindy Eberhardt
Barbara Eggenschw iler
The Ehret F amily
D ale &  J ill Eisenbrei
L orraine &  D av id Ellison
K en Emerick 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J ames F ink
F ink- Colarik- Byrd F amily
D av id &  J ennif er F ischer
P atty F lauto
G iselle F leming
N ancy F orage
K at F rancis
Monica F risell
D r.  &  Mrs.  Richard F uller
J oseph &  Mary G agliano
Samantha G alica
Emily &  J ohn G areis
K ris,  Britany,  H annah,  
   Mykenz ie &  
   Brooklynn G eorge
Rick &  Marion G ialucca
J udy G iera
F rank &  D eborah G onz alez
Camara &  Stephen 
   G oodrich
Tyler &  H arold G reathouse
J ohn &  Sue G reene
Martha G rigg
Thomas G rov e
Tom &  Rochelle H aas
Brian H agy
Mr.  &  Mrs.  P aul H aig
Emily H alderman
Richard H aldi

Mr.  Michael D .  H aley
K atherine H amel
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ev an H annon
J eanne &  H ow ard H artz og
Melv ille H erncane
J oe &  D ana H errick
D av id &  Eliz abeth H ersher
Rick &  Barb H iegl
Shelby H isey
K arla H of f
Butch &  Becky H ose
H umm F amily
Shaw n &  H olly H uth
J essica H yatt
K eith &  Betty J arv is
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J ames J enkins
N ancy &  J im J obe
Bev erly &  J ohn J ohnson
Vicki &  D enny J ohnson
Todd J ones &  K risti 
   Reckenw alt
J ef f  J ones
K atie K aelber D av is
J eanette K auf f man
Susan K elew ae
Matt &  Michelle K eller
K im K enney &  Z ander 
   Ev erman
D aryl &  Trav is K iddey
G w endolyn K iste &  
   Bill H oman
L onna &  J ohn K iste
Amy &  Robert K napp
K enneth K ohler
Tracy K raf t &  Stacy 
   D eReemer
Bud K raf t
D av id L .  K untz man
H annah,  D ominik &  
   Mason L abriola

L eah J ean L angsdorf
Cindy &  G rant L ash
D r.  Allison D ew  L ash
Scott L ehman
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ernie L ehman
F rank &  Carole L eif er
J oe L ogan
Mercedes L oj o
Mary &  N eal L orenz o
L utes F amily
J ennif er L oudiana &  
   Brian H ollinger
Robert &  N ancy Maier
J udi &  Tom Malinow ski
P aul &  Chris Manson
Michelle Martin
J im &  G ail Mauger
G ary &  L ynn May
Mike &  Becky McElf resh
Ashley &  Shaun McF ee
J ef f  &  K aren McMahan
J aimie &  Mike McRae
Susan &  L ucy Mentrak
Valerie Metz ger &  
   J ohn D iN icola
Ashley &  D enny Miller
Tom &  P at Miller
Muf f y Miller
Rose Milnes
K athy Mohler &  
   Thomas R.  Ev ans
Becca &  N ate Moore
K elly Morber
J essica Morton
L ouise Moser
K athy Mullen
P aul &  L inda Mutchler
K risti Muz i
Myers F amily
Tammi N agy



J osh &  Susan N ason
K endra N asv adi
Ramona N ow ling
J udith O berlin
Bob &  Christina O hling
Ann &  D av id O tto
Ann &  J oshua P alaski
K ristin &  J ohn P aq uelet
The P erger F amily
Bethany,  P atrick,  Max w ell 
   &  Elodie P erkow ski
Barbara &  D on P erry
Al &  L ori P erry
Christopher,  Sarah &  
   J ohn P f endler
J ason P hilabaum
D ev yn P hillips
K elsey P hillips
Brian &  Susan P hillips
D eborah P inter
Mark P itocco &  J ean L ow ry
Alex a &  Av ery P olinori
N annette &  Thomas Radel
J udy &  J im Radel
L isa Ratlif f
Mel Rea
Sue Reid
Rebecca &  G ary Richardson
J im &  Cathy Rieder
D ale &  Sarah Ritchey
Sandy &  Ed Robitz
Eliz abeth Rock
P riscilla &  Rudolf  
   Roggenkamp
J ulie &  Bill Rohr
Brandon &  D aw n Rohrer
Ms.  Samantha J .  Rohrer
Bob &  P atty Rohrer

Tyler Romig
F oster &  Stephany Rose I I
Robert L .  &  Mary 
   Ev elyn Rudy
Bruce &  Brenda Sampsel
Scott Sandbrink
D av id Sapp
Susan &  Mike Scheetz
L inda &  D enny Schlegel
Rachel Schneider
J ack &  J ill Schott
7ricia 6chrefÀer
L eo &  P atricia Scully
K ay &  Terry Seeberger
Ekaterina Shilling
Stev e &  Sarah Shumaker
W es &  Renee Sima
Adam &  N icole Singer
Christopher Sirgo
L arry &  Maude Slagle
Mike Slinger
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael Slone
D ebora,  D ale &  
   Samantha Smith
P atrick Snyder
Brian Sommers
G ary &  D onna Spangler
J im &  Barb Starrett
Bruce Stebner
N athan &  Tulsey Stephan
J anice Stev enson
D an &  P hyllis Stipe
Bonnie Stipe
Carter Strang
L eslie &  Tonya Stuck
D aniel &  Sandra Suv ak
L ynn M.  Talbott
P aul Talbott

J ef f rey W .  &  Adriann 
   Thornberry
Thouv enin F amily
Stephen Tomasko
Stephen Tornero
Chad Troyer
Cathy Truemper
Sandra Benny &  
   Richard Vaux
Angelina Verginis
Michele W aalkes
J o W alterhouse
Simon W arstler
J ames W atens
Robert &  Rita W atkins
J ennif er &  J on W atson
J oe &  P at W eisgarber
Bonnie W iggins
J oan Y oder
Rachel Y ost
D av id &  D iane Z erby
P atricia Z insmeister- P arker

Individual Members
Clare Murray Adams
K athryn Adkins
H enry Aegerter
Ms.  Sue Ambrosic
Rosemary Anderson
Sharon Anderson
L iz z i Aronhalt
Mario Arteaga
Elly Arv iz u
Alex ia Av delas
H olly Badarnz a
P erry Ballinger
Tom Barr
Rose Bartholomew

Emily Bartolone
Susan Belden
6tephen %ennefield
L ois Berriker
McK enz ie Beynon
L aura Bidw a
L aicee Blackw ell
Allison Bogard
J oan Boron
M.  Susanne Bourq uin
J acq ueline Bow ers
Bob Bratton
D av id Bratton
P at Bratton
N ick Brenner
D enny Bricker
Vickie Bridges
L inn Briner
Tarama Broz ov ic
L inda Bryant
H eather Bullach
Marj orie J .  Burkhart

Rosemary Burkhart
Sharon Burnley
L ouis Camerato
Melissa Campbell
D enise Campbell
Edw ard T.  Cannane
Cynthia Capestrain
Martha Carman
Cheryl Carter
K imberly Chapman
Susanne Clapper
Margaret Cof f ey
Tasha Cole
J ennif er Collins
Suz ie Collins
N icole Condon- Shih
Terry Conner
Ron Copeland
Mary J ane Corw in
Betty Cov ert
Mrs.  Barbara Crof ut
K endel Croston

Sarita Cunningham
Richelle D enes
G lenn D ettman
Teri D ew
D iane D ickerson
Rosalie D olan
L aura D onnelly
D ominic D ottav io
Michelle D roll
Z achary D unne
J uly Edw ards
K imberly Edw ards
G abriel El- H age
Brenda Ellcessor
D r.  Tameka Ellington
L ouis Elliott
N orma Engelhardt
Viv ian Ev ans
N orma J ean Ev ans
Tif f any F ichter
G erald F ox
L ucinda F railly

rI G H t:   I sland P arty guests N ick and Marcia D iamant,  Mary J ane Corw in,  and Mary Ann P oling
B R



F R O N T C O V E R :   
P & S F irmin &  Sons ( L ondon,  England)
D ress U nif orm ,  c.  1 8 7 5 – 1 9 0 0 ,
cotton,  w ool,  and silk w ith metal adornments
Courtesy of  W estern Reserv e H istorical Society,  
Clev eland,  O hio ( 2 0 0 1 . 4 4 . 7 1 a- c)

Maison F elix  ( P aris,  F rance)
A f ternoon D ress ,  satin and taf f eta, 1 8 8 2
G if t of  F rancis Marling H arris ( 9 2 . 5 9 . 1  a– c)
Courtesy of  W estern Reserv e H istorical Society,  
Clev eland,  O hio

T if f any  &  C o.  Op era Glasses ,  c.  1 8 9 0
Enamel and mother- of - pearl
Collection of  the Massillon Museum

F R O N T C O V E R : abO veabO ve:   :   D iv ine D iv ine 
H armony entertained 
on the D uncan P laz a 
stage and throughout 
the grounds during 
the I sland P arty.    BR

bacK cO ver:   I t is 
ex citing to see 
guests w alking 
through dow ntow n 
tow ard the Museum 
and f unneling through 
the f ront door to v isit 
popular ex hibitions.   
mv

A f ternoon D ress

abO ve:   1 , 0 1 5  people attended the C eleb ration in A rt opening.   This 
group— some of  them w ith artw ork in the show — dressed up special 

f or the occasion.    mv
rI G H t:   MassMu board member Sherie Brow n donned a 

period costume f or the opening of  Gilding Northeast Ohio .    mv



MASSILLON MUSEUM—A CULTURAL HUB WHERE ART AND HISTORY COME TOGETHER 




